
 

  

 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 

 

Saint Elizabeth of Hungary 
Roman Catholic Church 

175 Wolf Hill Road, Melville, NY  11747 
631 - 271 - 4455 

 

 Faith - Family - Fellowship 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time      February 6, 2022 

Whom shall I send? 
Who will go for us? 
Here I am, I said 

send me! 



 

                       Center Office Hours:  Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
 

631.271.4455 (phone) ÷  631.271.1415 (fax) 
  website:  www.stelizabeth.org      email:  center@stelizabeth.org  
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Pastoral Council and Trustees 

 
 
 
 

Support Staff 
 
 

 
 

 
    

                

Trinity Regional School 
     1025 Fifth Avenue, East Northport, New York  11731, 631-261-5130  Patricia Ayers, Principal  

Council  
 Jerry Asher  Jennifer Ceonzo Michaelanne Discepolo  Marie Dybec  Mark Haweny  

Linda Iadevaia   John Kozlowski  Donald Mueller  Fr. Irinel Racos  Chris Sailon  
Trustees 

John Ferrante  Kathleen McIntyre 

Business Office Kim Mergl Ext. 303                   kmergl@stelizabeth.org 

Communications Elvira Luckstone Ext. 311             eluckstone@stelizabeth.org 

Reception Desk Connie Falen 
Mary McNamara 
Karen Young 

Ext. 301                    cfalen@stelizabeth.org                                   
Ext. 301           mmcnamara@stelizabeth.org 
Ext. 301                  kyoung@stelizabeth.org 

Religious Education Admin. AnnaLisa Pado Ext. 302     formationadmin@stelizabeth.org 

Father Irinel Racos - Pastor Ext. 313 iracos@stelizabeth.org 

Deacon John Failla - Pastoral Associate Ext. 316 jfailla@stelizabeth.org 

Deacon Paul Vastola - Pastoral Associate Ext. 321 pvastola@stelizabeth.org 

Virgil Barkauskas - Director,  Music Ext. 307 vbarka@stelizabeth.org 

John Fruner - Director, Rel. Education & Adult Faith Formation Ext. 308 faithformation@stelizabeth.org 

MaryAnn Giannettino - Director, Parish Social Ministry Ext. 309 outreach@stelizabeth.org 

Harry Perepeluk - Business and Facilities Manager Ext. 304 hperepeluk@stelizabeth.org 

Francis Serpico - Youth Minister Ext. 310 youth@stelizabeth.org 

Jeanne Victor - Director, Liturgy Ext. 318 liturgy@stelizabeth.org 
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Are you interested in receiving emails from St. Elizabeth Church?  Have you stopped  
receiving emails from us but would like to reconnect?  Send your updated information  
(name, address and current email address) to center@stelizabeth.org and we will  
update our records to keep you informed on all parish events. 
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               We invite all new members of our parish community to register at the  
              Center.  We also encourage you to join one of our numerous parish  
                   ministries, so that you may acquire a deeper sense of belonging and  
                  accomplishment serving the needs of others. 
 

          Celebration of the Eucharist 
                                                 Weekday (Monday to Thursday) at 9:30 a.m. 

               Saturday at 5:00 p.m. (Vigil for Sunday) 
               Sunday at 9:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 

             Holy days usually at 9:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. (Please check the bulletin or website.) 
 

 

Becoming a Catholic or Adult Confirmation 
  Are you interested in becoming Catholic?  Were you never Confirmed and now find that you  
  would like to complete your Sacraments of Initiation?  Are you interested in finding out more  
  about the Catholic faith?  If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, then Faith Formation 
  is for you!  Call the Parish Center for more information. 
 

Baptism 
  Baptisms are celebrated on various Sundays throughout the year at 1:00 p.m.  You are  
  encouraged to register for the baptism BEFORE YOUR CHILD IS BORN, so that it is easier to   
  attend  the required Baptism Preparation Class.  Please call the Center and we will be happy   
  to set up an appointment.  Many parents also use this opportunity to register in the Parish  
  as a new parishioner.  Information about Godparents is available on the website. 
 

Marriage 
  We are happy to arrange for your wedding.  First, we have the marriage interview and then  
  we can set the date for the wedding.  More information is available on the website.  Please  
  call the Center for an appointment and we will be happy to help you! 
 

Reconciliation 
  Confessions are heard in our Church’s Chapel of the Holy Cross on Saturdays from 4:00 to  
  4:45 p.m.  You are also welcome to call the Center and make an appointment. 
  

 Anointing of the Sick 
  We encourage all those eligible for this Sacrament to be anointed after the 11:30 a.m. Mass  
  on the first Sunday of the month or by calling the Center.  Those eligible are those who are  
  about to undergo an operation; are suffering from serious illness and the condition has  
  worsened; or are enduring the weakening effects of advancing age and it has been one year  
  since they were last anointed.   
 

Mass Cards 
  Mass cards are always available when the Parish Center is open.  If you are unable to come  
  to the Center during our normal hours, you are invited to call (631.271.4455) and request a  
  Mass card over the telephone or email center@stelizabeth.org.  Credit cards are accepted in  
  payment of the offering.   
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A MESSAGE  

FROM YOUR  

RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE 
 

 

THANK YOU! 

 Thanks to all our parishioners who participated in the Rosary for the unborn, and  
 Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction that followed on Friday afternoon, January 21. 
 These prayerful events at St. Elizabeth's and many like them around the Diocese were  
 held to bring attention to the Supreme Court's decision on January 22, 1973, legalizing  
 abortion on demand, and to pray that this ruling will be overturned this year.  
  

 In addition, eight stalwarts from St. Elizabeth's prayed the Rosary on Saturday, January 22  
 at noon, as part of nationwide Public Square Rosary Rallies. These Rallies are held  
 annually not only to bring attention for the need to pray the Rosary regularly, but this  
 year, in particular, to raise awareness of the pro-life cause, because January 22 was the  
 49th anniversary of the Supreme Court decision.  
 

 Pictured on the Southeast corner of New York Avenue and Jericho Turnpike are  
 Mike Connor, Bob Kaufmann, Kathy Kaufmann, Julie O'Donnell, Elizabeth LaSorsa,  
 Joe LaSorsa, and Mary LaMagna. Tom LaMagna is not pictured since he took the picture!  
 Thanks to all who participated on that chilly afternoon.  
 

Bob and Kathy Kaufmann 
Co-chairs, Respect Life Committee 
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THE GIFT OF MISSION 
 
Early on in my work in parish ministry, I had to deal with  
a tough human resources situation, letting some staff 
members go and stepping into a role that demanded more 
of my time and energy. 
 
In moments like this, stewardship can feel burdensome.  
Things take a turn we didn’t expect, perhaps in spite of  
our best efforts.  Maybe more is asked of us than we want 
or feel prepared to give. 
 
That’s when we need to remember that stewardship isn’t  
a job that we apply for.  It’s a gift bestowed directly from 
God the Creator of all.  That can be scary all on its own,  
if we are preoccupied with our own unworthiness.  What 
we might want to do is fall on our knees like Simon Peter 
and announce, “Depart from me, Lord--I am sinful.” 
 
But what if we stop looking in the mirror and look instead 
to God?   
 
All those years ago, when I was faced with that ministerial 
challenge, I asked my wife to join me.  What started as a 
tough situation turned into a decade of shared ministry 
with her--an experience I wouldn’t trade for anything.  It 
was a burden that became a gift. 
 
We must remember that God knows what He is about.   
In His mercy, He gives us what we need as everyday  
stewards.  When God calls out, “Whom shall we send?” 
we, in all our sinfulness, are allowed to cry out “Send me, 
Lord!”  And He sends us out and behold, our nets tear 
with the bounty we harvest in His name. 
 
 
Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS                                       ©LPI 
 
 

Live the Liturgy 
 Inspiration for the Week  

 

 When we encounter or even ponder God’s  
 magnificence, power and awesomeness, we  
 easily begin to feel our own smallness and  
 perceived insignificance.  After all, who can  
 compete with eternal greatness, seraphim or  
 the ability to catch great numbers of fish? 
 

 We, unfortunately, think that God’s presence  
 somehow overrides us, reduces our impor- 
 tance and only seeks to judge our inadequacies  
 and doubts.  Things begin to change a bit  
 when we realize that what we may have seen  
 as overwhelming and frightening is really only  
 unconditional, unmerited love. 
 

 Love has tremendous majesty and power.   
 When we listen to this power and stop seeing  
 it as threatening or dooming, our fear  
 dissipates and Divine friendship takes root.   
 Remaining close to what we once preferred at 
 a distance, we can journey to places we never  
 thought possible and do things we never  
 thought we could do.   
 

 Strengthened by Divine friendship and  
 encouraged by its life-giving power, we can  
 say “here I am, send me!”  when God asks,  
 “whom shall I send?”  Sin and fear no longer  
 are of concern to the one who remains close to  
 God in a bond of trust. 
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St. Elizabeth  
Knights of Columbus  

Council 5753  
 

is hosting a  

 

Valentine’s Day  
 Sock Hop Dance 

 

 

Music of the  
‘50’s, ‘60’s and ‘70’s 

 Dancing 
 

Saturday, February 19 
Monsignor Kane Hall 

 

$25 per person - DJ 

Party Food / Beer / Wine / Soda 
(Bring your own snacks.) 

Raffle 
 

 Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
All monies will be collected at the door and 

funds raised from the event are used to support 
both our parish community and local charities. 

 
If you plan to attend, please RSVP to: 

631-271-9649 or thanousek@verizon.net 
 

You must be at least 21 years old to attend. 
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 February 15 
   
 

  Valentine 
 Luncheon 

 

 
 

 
Chicken  

Parmigiana  
and  

Rigatoni 
Pasta  



 

  

Scripture Insights 
Lord, Hear our   
       Prayers for 

 the Deceased 
  Catherine A. Barlocher 
 

 the Sick 
  Leonard Azzarello; Una De George 
  Kenneth Owen; Maxine Ryan 
  Roberta Schwartz 
 

 Our Servicemen and Women 
  Second Lt. Jerry Browne, U.S. Army 
  SSgt. James Calfa, U.S. Army 
  SrA Britney Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force 
  SSgt. Dylan Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force 
  MSgt. Mitchell Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force 
  MST3 William DeGaray, U.S.C.G. 
  MIDN Brian Z. DiSalvo, U. S. Navy   
  Sgt. Victor B. Famighette, U. S. Army   
  Major Thomas Frey, U.S.M.C. 
  Lt. Brendan Johnston, U.S. Navy 
  Ensign Michael O’Donohoe, U.S. Navy 
  Cpl. Brad John Peck, U.S.M.C. 
  First Lt. Kiersten Spencer, U.S. Army 
  Sgt. Michael J. Stewart, U.S. Army 
  Lt. Col. Kent Walsh, U.S. Army   
  Lt. Frederick Zappala, U.S. Army 

Sunday, February 6, 2022 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 
We’ve all experienced great days when we feel we could 
accomplish anything.  But imagine that God visits and 
calls you to serve on your worst day.  How would you 
respond then?   
 
In the First Reading, Isaiah, a prophet preaching in  
Jerusalem in 742 BC is overwhelmed by a heavenly  
vision of God enthroned, worshiped by seraphim.  In  
the presence of such majesty, he feels unworthy until a  
seraphim purifies his lips with a burning coal.  Only then 
can he answer God’s call. 
 
Around seven centuries later, a band of fishermen  
experience fewer special effects, but the result will be  
similar.  Along with a bad night at work, Peter (still called 
Simon) is struck by Jesus’ gracious help just as Isaiah was 
overwhelmed by God’s blinding glory.  Suddenly aware of 
God’s presence, Peter, like Isaiah, laments that he is not 
prepared for this meeting.  After all, how many of us 
would like to meet our Savior after failing at our day job?  
But there is no ritual of purification in this story.  Instead, 
Jesus encourages, “Do not be afraid.” (Luke 5:10) and 
says the men will now be fishing for people. 
 
Perhaps the most comforting part of this Gospel is that 
Christ does not give these soon-to-be apostles a glorious 
makeover before they begin to work with Him.  He takes 
them as they are.  On our worst days, perhaps we need to 
keep this in mind.  We do not become disciples because 
we are great people, we become reflections of God’s  
glorious image in Christ due to our attempt to become 
disciples.  We begin that journey as disciples who are in 
many ways unqualified for the job.  That is where God’s 
grace comes in.  And that is very Good News! 

Bulletin Reflection 
In today’s Gospel, Peter and 

his fellow fishermen cast  

their nets out into the water,  

at Jesus’ command, and catch a large multitude of 

fish. 
 

    Living Stewardship:   
                         Pillar of Formation 
    The fishermen did as Jesus commanded and 

were surprised at the miracle they had witnessed.  

May we listen to and trust in Jesus, so that we may 

see His good works in our lives. 
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 Monday, February 7 
 Marilyn DeGaray 
  

 Tuesday, February 8 
 John Wood 
 

 Wednesday, February 9 
 Elizabeth Vasta 
 

 Thursday, February 10 
 Salvatore Cirella 
 

 Saturday and Sunday, February 12 and 13 
 Margaret and Jack Brown; Loretta Cardone 
 George and Jane Daniels; Lorena Fitzgerald 
 Gail Keller; Valerien Lagueux; Richard Lauer 
 Maria Elisa Nizza; Joan Stanco 
 and for the parishioners of St. Elizabeth 

                         

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mass Intentions, Presiders and Readings for the Week 

Mass Intentions Weekly Readings 

Monday, February 7 
Reading 1: 1 Kings 8:1-7, 9-13 
Gospel:  Mark 6:53-56 
 

Tuesday, February 8 

Reading 1: 1 Kings 8:22-23, 27-30 
Gospel:    Mark 7:1-13 
 

Wednesday, February 9 
Reading 1: 1 Kings 10:1-10 
Gospel:  Mark 7:14-23 
 

Thursday, February 10 
Reading 1: 1 Kings 11:4-13 
Gospel:  Mark 7:24-30 
 

Friday, February 11 
Reading 1: 1 Kings 11:29-32; 12:19 
Gospel:  Mark 7:31-37 
 

Saturday, February 12 
Reading 1:  1 Kings 12:26-32; 13:33-34 
Gospel:  Mark 8:1-10 
 

Sunday, February 13 
Reading 1: Jeremiah 17:5-8 
Reading 2: 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20 
Gospel:  Luke 6:17, 20-26 

       All parishioners are invited to 

        Eucharistic Adoration 
       Thursdays following  
                            9:30 a.m. daily Mass. 

               Benediction  
                     First Thursday of the month  

                         at the end of Eucharistic Adoration. 
 
 

Recitation of the Rosary 
 

Mondays at 7 p.m.in Church   
led by Deacon Paul Vastola . 

                        

Tuesdays at 8:45 a.m. in Church 
Rosary for Life led by Mary LaMagna. 

 

Wednesdays at 9 a.m. in the Chapel led by Molly Pepino. 
 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena  
Mondays, immediately following 9:30 a.m. daily Mass 

led by Mike and Paula Conner. 
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First Saturday Mass  
will be celebrated 

the first Saturday of every month at 9 a.m. 
Fr. Francois Eale, Presider 

 
8:30 a.m. Confession, Rosary and short reflection. 

 

Devotion from Our Lady of Fatima for  

reparations to the Sacred Heart of Jesus  

and the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 



 

  

  

 

                                                  

 

 

 

 








 Fresh apples and oranges 

 Vienna Sausage

 Canned Chicken 

 Canned Beef Stew 

 Canned Chili 

 Chef Boyardee

 Canned Fruit 

 Apple Sauce cups 

 Cereal 

 Baby food 

  Bottled Pasta Sauce 

 Bagged White Rice (2 lbs.) 

 Bar Soap          

 Toothpaste 

 Liquid Dish Soap 

 Cleaning Products 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 Outreach aims to aid people in accessing the  

 resources that will assist them in meeting their  

 basic needs. 
 

Our Outreach Pantry is currently open 

by appointment only 

Phone:  631 . 271 . 4455 x309  

or email outreach@stelizabeth.org 
 

 Outreach provides assistance with food,  

 information and referral to other agencies to  

 meet various family needs and other emergency  

 assistance. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 for a young mom new to Outreach and  
 her family:  Gently-worn or new winter  
 clothes for: 
 
  a baby girl, size 9 to 12 months  
    toddler girl, size 5T 
  Diapers, size 3 and size 5 
 

Questions?  Email MaryAnn Giannettino  
outreach@stelizabeth.org 

 

 Donations may be dropped off in the  
 Gathering Space or brought to the Parish  
 Center Reception Desk during normal  
 business hours. 

Outreach  

       Ministry 

Ongoing 
Needs 

SPECIAL NOTE:  Nonperishable foods may be left in 

the  Gathering Lobby.  Perishable food donations 

such as produce, meat, eggs, and dairy are always 

appreciated, but they must be brought to the  

Parish Center during regular business hours.  We 

are not currently able to take donations of toys, 

clothing or medical equipment.  Thank you!  

   URGENT  
  NEEDS 

Outreach is always 
grateful for your  

generosity! 

 Diapers, size 4-5-6-7 

 Baby wipes 

 Feminine Pads 

 Toothbrushes 

 Laundry Soap

 Cooking Oil 

 Pancake Mix 

 Pancake Syrup 
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   SPECIAL 
URGENT 

  NEED 
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Stewardship Committee 
 

Father Irinel Racos 
Pastor 

 

Alicia Pisco 
Chairperson 

 
Deacon Paul Vastola 

 Pastoral Team Liaison 
 

Committee Members 
Doreen Boehme 

John Ferrante 
Harry Perepeluk 

Joseph Jordan 
Marguerite Melone 
Joseph Monestere 

Julius Taku 
Michelle Turner 

 

The Respect Life 
Committee 

                Stewardship Corner 
               Welcome New Parishioners! 

                  Are you a new parishioner?  Welcome!  We’re so happy to welcome you 
                  to our parish family!  If you have not already registered with the parish,  
                  please click on the “Join Our Parish” link on the right-hand side of our  
           website, www.stelizabeth.org, for more information. 
 

           The Stewardship Committee is available to speak with you and answer any questions  
           you may have.  Once you have completed your registration, we will be calling you to  
           introduce ourselves and welcome you to the parish.  Feel free to reach out to us anytime  
           at center@stelizabeth.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Our Respect Life Committee, led by Kathy and Bob Kaufmann, dedicates their time and  
           talent to promoting a culture of life where all life is protected from conception to natural  
           death. This group most recently held a baby bottle fundraiser which will benefit the Life  
           Centers around Long Island by giving women and men the counseling and support they  
           need to choose life for themselves and their unborn children. Other activities include prayer  
           vigils, including the 40 Days For Life Campaign. Please continue to pray in support of this  
           important work.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Life and Dignity of the Human Person Prayer 
God of all life,  

Help us to appreciate the great gift that is human life formed in Your Image,  
a reflection of Your Holiness.  

Help us to recognize You in all whom you have created:  
children not yet born, families affected by poverty and war, people of different abilities,  

people from other lands, and all who are victims of hatred and racism.  
Help us to bear witness to the dignity of all whom You have created, regardless of stage of life,  

 or wealth, ability, color or creed, for every person is fully equal in Your loving eyes.  
Share with us Your holy knowledge that we are all Your children, each bestowed with inherent dignity. 

May Your justice reign forever!  Amen. 

Despite the challenges we face,  
we are united in our love of Christ Jesus and our continued mission  

to use our time and talents to serve God and one another.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stewardship Treasure  
   January 2022:  $90,301 
 January 2021:  $75,504 
           Increase of 20% 
 
 

      Attendance 
    January 2022: 3,350 
    January 2021:  2,376 
            Increase of 41% 
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During the peak of the pandemic, Mass attendance declined to less than 50% of 
our pre-pandemic levels. Over the last few months, as greater numbers of  
parishioners return to weekend Masses, our attendance has grown to over 1,000 
attendees each weekend (3 Masses). Surprisingly, weekend donations during the 
pandemic stayed at about 85% of pre-pandemic levels, with only a 15% decline. 
This was primarily due to those of you who continued to support the parish 
with mailed-in or direct donations each week, even when you were unable to 
attend Mass in person. This is the reason the comparison to last year shows 
weekend donations increased by 20%, while Mass attendance dramatically  
increased by 41% from one year to the next.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HELP WANTED:  MATH TEACHER 

The Whole Child Academy, a non-traditional, private 

day school for twice exceptional learners, is looking  

for a secondary math teacher. We teach all of our 

classes in a 1:1 setting which maximizes student  

engagement and outcomes. We are project based and 

have exceptional support systems that encourage 

cross-curricular learning. We are seeking a part time 

math teacher who can teach middle school math as 

well as Algebra II. Send your contact info with a  

resume to lnordby@liwholechild.org 

CELEBRATE IRISH NIGHT 
The Sisters of St. Dominic will again host their Irish 

Night.  Irish Night will raise crucial funds needed to 

care for senior Sisters living at the Motherhouse in 

Amityville.  This year’s celebration will take place  

virtually on Saturday, March 5.  Event ticket is $40 

which includes 1 entry into their door prize raffle and 

an entry into the Irish Sweepstakes.  There will also  

be tickets for their Irish Sweepstakes Raffle.   

Call 631-842-6000 or email  

advancement@amityop.org for more information. 
 

DIVORCED OR SEPARATED CATHOLICS OF L.I. 
includes widows, widowers and singles.  A social  

organization for single persons will hold new member 

orientation on Tuesday, February 15 at 7 p.m. at  

St. Frances Club, 1869 Wantagh Avenue in Wantagh.  

Nondenominational - all welcome.  Bring proof of single 

status to join.  Annual dues $30; refreshments follow 

the meeting.  Proof of vaccination or negative test 

required.  Call Angel at 631-574-0368 or Janet at 

516-579-4016 for more information 

 

Around the Diocese 
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