
 

  

 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 

 

Saint Elizabeth of Hungary 
Roman Catholic Church 

175 Wolf Hill Road, Melville, NY  11747 
631 - 271 - 4455 

 

 Faith - Family - Fellowship 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time      January 30, 2022 

Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you. 
Before you were born, I dedicated you. 



 

                       Center Office Hours:  Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
 

631.271.4455 (phone) ÷  631.271.1415 (fax) 
  website:  www.stelizabeth.org      email:  center@stelizabeth.org  
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John Ferrante  Kathleen McIntyre 
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Karen Young 

Ext. 301                    cfalen@stelizabeth.org                                   
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Virgil Barkauskas - Director,  Music Ext. 307 vbarka@stelizabeth.org 

John Fruner - Director, Rel. Education & Adult Faith Formation Ext. 308 faithformation@stelizabeth.org 

MaryAnn Giannettino - Director, Parish Social Ministry Ext. 309 outreach@stelizabeth.org 

Harry Perepeluk - Business and Facilities Manager Ext. 304 hperepeluk@stelizabeth.org 

Francis Serpico - Youth Minister Ext. 310 youth@stelizabeth.org 

Jeanne Victor - Director, Liturgy Ext. 318 liturgy@stelizabeth.org 
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Are you interested in receiving emails from St. Elizabeth Church?  Have you stopped  
receiving emails from us but would like to reconnect?  Send your updated information  
(name, address and current email address) to center@stelizabeth.org and we will  
update our records to keep you informed on all parish events. 
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               We invite all new members of our parish community to register at the  
              Center.  We also encourage you to join one of our numerous parish  
                   ministries, so that you may acquire a deeper sense of belonging and  
                  accomplishment serving the needs of others. 
 

          Celebration of the Eucharist 
                                                 Weekday (Monday to Thursday) at 9:30 a.m. 

               Saturday at 5:00 p.m. (Vigil for Sunday) 
               Sunday at 9:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 

             Holy days usually at 9:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. (Please check the bulletin or website.) 
 

 

Becoming a Catholic or Adult Confirmation 
  Are you interested in becoming Catholic?  Were you never Confirmed and now find that you  
  would like to complete your Sacraments of Initiation?  Are you interested in finding out more  
  about the Catholic faith?  If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, then Faith Formation 
  is for you!  Call the Parish Center for more information. 
 

Baptism 
  Baptisms are celebrated on various Sundays throughout the year at 1:00 p.m.  You are  
  encouraged to register for the baptism BEFORE YOUR CHILD IS BORN, so that it is easier to   
  attend  the required Baptism Preparation Class.  Please call the Center and we will be happy   
  to set up an appointment.  Many parents also use this opportunity to register in the Parish  
  as a new parishioner.  Information about Godparents is available on the website. 
 

Marriage 
  We are happy to arrange for your wedding.  First, we have the marriage interview and then  
  we can set the date for the wedding.  More information is available on the website.  Please  
  call the Center for an appointment and we will be happy to help you! 
 

Reconciliation 
  Confessions are heard in our Church’s Chapel of the Holy Cross on Saturdays from 4:00 to  
  4:45 p.m.  You are also welcome to call the Center and make an appointment. 
  

 Anointing of the Sick 
  We encourage all those eligible for this Sacrament to be anointed after the 11:30 a.m. Mass  
  on the first Sunday of the month or by calling the Center.  Those eligible are those who are  
  about to undergo an operation; are suffering from serious illness and the condition has  
  worsened; or are enduring the weakening effects of advancing age and it has been one year  
  since they were last anointed.   
 

Mass Cards 
  Mass cards are always available when the Parish Center is open.  If you are unable to come  
  to the Center during our normal hours, you are invited to call (631.271.4455) and request a  
  Mass card over the telephone or email center@stelizabeth.org.  Credit cards are accepted in  
  payment of the offering.   
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 PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 
 
 Traditionally, the Church has set aside February 2 in observance of the Presentation  
 of the Lord (the day in which Joseph and Mary presented Jesus to the priests  
 and elders in the Temple). 
 
 For years, this feast, which in the United States is only formally celebrated when  
 it falls on a Sunday, marked the end of the Christmas season. In old days, the  
 Presentation was often referred to as “Candlemas” and was celebrated by a  
 candle-lit procession into the church, signifying Christ as the “light of nations.” 
 
 Known originally as the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin, the Feast  
 of the Presentation of the Lord is a relatively ancient celebration. We know that  
 the Church at Jerusalem was observing the feast as early as the first half of the  
 fourth century and likely earlier. 
 
 According to Jewish law, the firstborn male child belonged to God, and the  
 parents had to “buy him back” on the 40th day after his birth, by offering a  
 sacrifice of “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons” (Luke 2:24) in the  
 temple, thus the “presentation” of the child. On that same day, the mother  
 would be ritually purified, thus the “purification.” 
 

 Mary and Joseph kept this law, even though, since St. Mary remained a virgin after the birth of Christ, she would not  
 have had to go through ritual purification. In his Gospel, Luke (2:22-39) recounts the story.  Originally,  the feast  
 was celebrated on February 14, the 40th day after Epiphany (January 6), because Christmas wasn’t yet celebrated as  
 its own feast, and so the Nativity, Epiphany, the Baptism of the Lord (Theophany), and the feast celebrating Christ’s  
 first miracle at the wedding in Cana were all celebrated on the same day. By the last quarter of the fourth century,  
 however, the Church at Rome had begun to celebrate the Nativity on December 25, so the Feast of the Presentation  
 was moved to February 2, 40 days later. 
 
 When Christ was presented in the temple, “there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon, and this man was just and  
 devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel.” When Mary and Joseph brought Christ to the temple, Simeon  
 embraced the Child and prayed the Canticle of Simeon: “Now thou dost dismiss thy servant, O Lord, according to  
 thy word in peace; because my eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples:  
 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32). 
 
 Because of the words of the canticle, (“a light for revelation to the Gentiles”) by the 11th century, the custom  
 had developed in the West of blessing candles on the Feast of the Presentation. The candles were then lit and a  
 procession took place through the darkened church while the Canticle of Simeon was sung. Because of this, the  
 feast also became known as Candlemas. While the procession and blessing of the candles is not often performed  
 in the United States today, Candlemas is still an important feast in many European countries. 
 
 THINGS TO DO: 
     Hold your own candlelight procession at home, teaching your children the significance of the light as a symbol  
   of Christ. 
Read the Gospel account of the Presentation, found in the Gospel of Luke, chapter 2, verses 22 to 35. 
 Pray a decade of the Rosary, focusing upon the Presentation of the Lord, the fourth Joyful Mystery. 
 



 

Feast of the 
Presentation of  

Our Lord 
Candlemas Day - Wednesday, February 2 

 
On Wednesday, February 2, we will be celebrating the  

Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord,  
also known as 

Candlemas Day,  
  which occurs 40 days after the Birth of Our Lord.  The Gospel of the Day  
  (Luke 2:22-40) reminds us that Jesus “will be a light for revelation to the Gentiles  
  and glory for your people Israel.”  Additionally, holding candles on this day  
  may remind us of our baptismal candles and our mission to be “the light of the  
  world” leading others to Christ. 

 

On Candlemas Day, Wednesday, February 2, all are invited to the  

Blessing of the Candles  
at the 

9:30 a.m. daily Mass.   
 

  Please bring any devotional candles you will be using at home for the blessing so  
  that the Light of Christ will continue to shine throughout the coming year  

in our church,  
in our homes,  

and in our hearts! 
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 “Love is patient, love is kind…”  As familiar as these  
 words are, they never seem to stray into the territory  
 of becoming trite or silly.  At their core, they  
 communicate a truth about us and about our Creator  
 that never fails to inspire. 
 
 Despite the fact that you’ve probably heard it at many  
 weddings over time, First Corinthians isn’t just for  
 newlyweds.  It wasn’t written for married folks.  It’s for  
 every single one of us, in every state of life and every  
 social situation, in every country and culture and  
 language across the globe. 
 
 Which means that First Corinthians is even for the online  
 world.  It’s for Facebook and Twitter and Instagram and  
 all the other platforms I’m forgetting (there seems to be  
 a new one every day, doesn’t there?). 
 
 A sense of division (whether rooted in politics, culture  
 or anything else), is growing in our world and it’s never  
 more obvious than when we observe interactions online.   
 It is far easier, after all, to remember what love is when 
 a human being of flesh and blood stands before us.   
 When all we see is an avatar or a profile picture on a  
 screen, especially accompanied by an opinion with  
 which we vehemently disagree, even the most loving  
 Christians can throw First Corinthians out the window. 
 
 As everyday stewards, we know that we are charged to  
 be not only gracious but grateful.  We receive others  
 but we also give thanks for what they bring to us, even  
 if that’s an opportunity to “strive eagerly for the greatest 
 spiritual gifts.” 
 
 So, before the next time you post anything online, I  
 suggest giving First Corinthians a read; and, remember,  
 love never fails 
 
Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS                                       ©LPI 
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 Live the Liturgy 
 Inspiration for the Week  

 Prophets possess an intimate knowledge of God and act  
 on their experience of God.  Prophetic messages usually  
 challenge the status quo and draw us up and out of  
 ourselves, focusing us on the bigger picture. 
 
 We often think of ourselves and our own needs first.   
 When we listen to someone speak, we judge the merit  
 of the message by its degree of usefulness.  If the  
 message or vision contains no personal benefit or profit  
 but a call to stretch and grow, we can become  
 indignant.   
 
 Prophets are usually the ones whose message challenges  
 us and calls us to see things differently and love more  
 perfectly and deeply.  God is love.  When listening to  
 St. Paul speak about love, we witness the unfolding of  
 this type of unconditional, other-centered, self-sacrificial  
 perfect God.  It is an invitation to life, freedom and  
 happiness that can be offered to us only by God.   
 
 Jesus, who is God and Love incarnate, call us to this  
 richer expression of love.  Are we ready to listen and be  
 challenged and stretched?   
 

 

    
 
 

First Saturday Mass 
Join us beginning Saturday, February 5  

(and every first Saturday of the month) 
for 

First Saturday Mass 
at 9 a.m. with Fr. Francois as Presider. 

 

8:30 a.m. -  Confessions 
 

8:30 a.m. - Rosary 
and a short reflection 

 

9:00 a.m. Mass 
 

 This devotion comes from Our Lady of  
 Fatima that requested Mass and Rosary  
 be offered on First Saturdays to make  
 reparations to the Sacred Heart of Jesus  
 and the Immaculate Heart of Mary for all  
 the sins and sacrilege committed against  
 them.   
 

 Those that participate will receive  
great graces for doing so.   

 
All are welcome! 

Invite others as well! 
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St. Elizabeth  
Knights of Columbus  

Council 5753  
 

is hosting a  

 

Valentine’s Day  
 Sock Hop Dance 

 

 

Music of the  
‘50’s, ‘60’s and ‘70’s 

 Dancing 
 

Saturday, February 19 
Monsignor Kane Hall 

 

$25 per person - DJ 

Party Food / Beer / Wine / Soda 
(Bring your own snacks.) 

Raffle 
 

 Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
All monies will be collected at the door and 

funds raised from the event are used to support 
both our parish community and local charities. 

 
If you plan to attend, please RSVP to: 

631-271-9649 or thanousek@verizon.net 
 

You must be at least 21 years old to attend. 
    St. E Melville-7 



 

 

Invites you to their OPEN HOUSES 
  

Sunday, January 30 
from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

Monday, January 31 
from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

 

 
Call 631-261-5130 for details and tours. 

 
 SEE WHAT TRINITY HAS TO OFFER YOUR CHILD! 

 
Early Childhood Programs for 3- and 4-year olds.  

 
Elementary and Middle School  

including Regents courses for our 8th graders. 
 

Trinity Regional School is located at 1025 5th Avenue, East Northport. 
www.trinityregional.org 
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Nursery to  8th Grade 
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                     Scout Sunday   
                   Mass 

                   February 6 
 

         In celebration of Scout Sunday,  
all scouts are invited to join the  
St. Elizabeth Parish community 

at our 11:30 a.m. Mass on February 6. 
Please wear your full Class A uniform. 

All are invited - you do not need to be a parishioner of St Elizabeth to attend  
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February Meetings 
 

February 1 
The New Country  

Road Show 
              (postponed from January 18)  

 
                February 15 
               Valentine Luncheon 
           Chicken Parmigiana and Rigatoni Pasta 
Fres       (Chicken breast breaded and topped with pomodoro sauce     

                        and melted mozzarella.) 



 

  

Scripture Insights 
Lord, Hear our   
       Prayers for 

 the Deceased 
  Ann Cronin; Mira Lazarevic 
 

 the Sick 
  Leonard Azzarello; Una De George 
  Kenneth Owen; Maxine Ryan 
  Roberta Schwartz 
 

 Our Servicemen and Women 
  Second Lt. Jerry Browne, U.S. Army 
  SSgt. James Calfa, U.S. Army 
  SrA Britney Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force 
  SSgt. Dylan Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force 
  MSgt. Mitchell Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force 
  MST3 William DeGaray, U.S.C.G. 
  MIDN Brian Z. DiSalvo, U. S. Navy   
  Sgt. Victor B. Famighette, U. S. Army   
  Major Thomas Frey, U.S.M.C. 
  Lt. Brendan Johnston, U.S. Navy 
  Ensign Michael O’Donohoe, U.S. Navy 
  Cpl. Brad John Peck, U.S.M.C. 
  First Lt. Kiersten Spencer, U.S. Army 
  Sgt. Michael J. Stewart, U.S. Army 
  Lt. Col. Kent Walsh, U.S. Army   
  Lt. Frederick Zappala, U.S. Army 

Sunday, January 30, 2022 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 
Doing God’s will isn't easy.  Especially when it involves 
criticizing a people who have become complacent in their 
faith or who feel they are above reproach.  Jeremiah is an 
excellent example of a prophet with a difficult assignment.  
A little more than 100 years earlier, Isaiah had told  
Jerusalem they would survive Assyria’s invasion because 
God promised to protect David’s city (see Is 29:1-8).  
 
Now Jeremiah must announce the opposite.  Because of 
the Judeans’ unrepentant sinfulness, God was evicting 
them from the Promised Land, and Babylon was to be the 
instrument of this justice.  Jeremiah’s job was to tell a 
people who presumed they were indestructible that their 
defeat was at hand.  The authorities in Jerusalem  
considered his words blasphemy and sedition; they  
attempted to kill him several times (see Jer 11:18 and 
Chapters 20 and 26).  The reading today shows us God 
encouraging the prophet to remain steadfast in the face  
of such pressure. 
 
Jeremiah serves as a type for Christ (a foreshadowing of 
Christ), who will also face hostile opposition to his  
message.  Today’s Gospel reading is one of the more  
extreme examples.  Here Jesus’ preaching in His 
hometown of Nazareth goes painfully awry when He  
declares that the message of salvation proclaimed by  
Isaiah (read last week) is fulfilled in His ministry.  His own 
townspeople reject the idea that a carpenter’s son in their 
town could be their savior.  The Nazarenes resemble the 
Judeans who opposed Jeremiah and also those of us today 
who resist God’s will, even when it is preached directly to 
us. 
 
Both of these readings challenge us to be aware of and 
open to God’s will, regardless of how difficult it may be  
to hear.  They also encourage us to take up God’s  
message and proclaim it as best we can, whatever the 
consequences may be. 

Bulletin Reflection 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus  

is rejected by His own in 

Nazareth. 

 

 
 

    Living Stewardship:   
                         Pillar of Formation 
    In the Second Reading, we read “Love never 

fails.”  Get to know Jesus more this week through 

Sacred Scripture.  His love will never fail you 
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 Monday, January 31 
 Carlos F. Cuello 
  

 Tuesday, February 1 
 Frida Gefter 
 

 Wednesday, February 2 
 Kim Gray 
 

 Thursday, February 3 
 Elizabeth Vasta 
 

 Saturday and Sunday, February 6 and 6 
 Jose Borreno; Kathryn R. Eschmann 
 Michael Gallagher; John J. Mitchell; Frank Nerko 
 Joan Olcott; Nicola Petruzzo; Mary Winsor 
 for those impacted by the events of January 6 
 and for the parishioners of St. Elizabeth 

                         

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mass Intentions, Presiders and Readings for the Week 

Mass Intentions Weekly Readings 

Monday, January 31 
Reading 1: 2 Samuel 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13 
Gospel:  Mark 5:1-20 
 

Tuesday, February 1 

Reading 1: 2 Samuel 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30--19:3 
Gospel:    Mark 5:21-43 
 

Wednesday, February 2 (Presentation of the Lord) 
Reading 1: Malachi 3:1-4 
Reading 2: Hebrews 2:14-18 
Gospel:  Luke 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 
 

Thursday, February 3 
Reading 1: 1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12 
Gospel:  Mark 6:7-13 
 

Friday, February 4 
Reading 1: Sirach 47:2-11 
Gospel:  Mark 6:14-29 
 

Saturday, February 5 
Reading 1:  1 Kings 3:4-13 
Gospel:  Mark 6:30-34 
 

Sunday, February 6 
Reading 1: Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8 
Reading 2: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or 15:3-8, 11 
Gospel:  Luke 5:1-11 

       All parishioners are invited to 

        Eucharistic Adoration 
       Thursdays following  
                            9:30 a.m. daily Mass. 

               Benediction  
                     First Thursday of the month  

                         at the end of Eucharistic Adoration. 
 
 

Recitation of the Rosary 
 

Mondays at 7 p.m.in Church   
led by Deacon Paul Vastola . 

                        

Tuesdays at 8:45 a.m. in Church 
Rosary for Life led by Mary LaMagna. 

 

Wednesdays at 9 a.m. in the Chapel led by Molly Pepino. 
 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena  
Mondays, immediately following 9:30 a.m. daily Mass 

led by Mike and Paula Conner. 
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We welcome into our parish and our community  
the following newly-baptized member: 

 

   Deklin Arthur Messina 



 

  
  

 

                                                  

 

 

 

 








 Fresh apples and oranges 

 Vienna Sausage

 Canned Chicken 

 Canned Beef Stew 

 Canned Chili 

 Chef Boyardee

 Canned Fruit 

 Apple Sauce cups 

 Cereal 

 Bread 

 Bottled Pasta Sauce 

 Bagged White Rice (2 lbs.) 

 Baby food          Shampoo 

  Bar Soap          Conditioner 

 Body Wash Toothpaste 

 Liquid Dish Soap 

 Laundry Detergent 

 Cleaning Products 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 Outreach aims to aid people in accessing the  

 resources that will assist them in meeting their  

 basic needs. 
 

Our Outreach Pantry is currently open 

by appointment only 

Phone:  631 . 271 . 4455 x309  

or email outreach@stelizabeth.org 
 

 Outreach provides assistance with food,  

 information and referral to other agencies to  

 meet various family needs and other emergency  

 assistance. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 for a young mom new to Outreach and  
 her family:  Gently-worn or new winter  
 clothes for: 
 
  a baby girl, size 9 to 12 months  
    toddler girl, size 5T 
  Diapers, size 3 and size 5 
 

Questions?  Email MaryAnn Giannettino  
outreach@stelizabeth.org 

 

 Donations may be dropped off in the  
 Gathering Space or brought to the Parish  
 Center Reception Desk during normal  
 business hours. 

Outreach  

       Ministry 

Ongoing 
Needs 

SPECIAL NOTE:  Nonperishable foods may be left in 

the  Gathering Lobby.  Perishable food donations 

such as produce, meat, eggs, and dairy are always 

appreciated, but they must be brought to the  

Parish Center during regular business hours.  We 

are not currently able to take donations of toys, 

clothing or medical equipment.  Thank you!  

   URGENT  
  NEEDS 

Outreach is always 
grateful for your  

generosity! 

 Diapers, size 3-4-5-6-7 

 Baby wipes 

 Feminine Pads 

 Toothbrushes 

 Cooking Oil 

 Pancake Mix 

 Pancake Syrup 
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   SPECIAL 
URGENT 

  NEED 
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Stewardship Committee 
 

Father Irinel Racos 
Pastor 

 

Alicia Pisco 
Chairperson 

 
Deacon Paul Vastola 

 Pastoral Team Liaison 
 

Committee Members 
Doreen Boehme 

John Ferrante 
Harry Perepeluk 

Joseph Jordan 
Marguerite Melone 
Joseph Monestere 

Julius Taku 
Michelle Turner 

 

The Respect Life 
Committee 

                Stewardship Corner 
               Welcome New Parishioners! 

                  Are you a new parishioner?  Welcome!  We’re so happy to welcome you 
                  to our parish family!  If you have not already registered with the parish,  
                  please click on the “Join Our Parish” link on the right-hand side of our  
           website, www.stelizabeth.org, for more information. 
 

           The Stewardship Committee is available to speak with you and answer any questions  
           you may have.  Once you have completed your registration, we will be calling you to  
           introduce ourselves and welcome you to the parish.  Feel free to reach out to us anytime  
           at center@stelizabeth.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Our Respect Life Committee, led by Kathy and Bob Kaufmann, dedicates their time and  
           talent to promoting a culture of life where all life is protected from conception to natural  
           death. This group most recently held a baby bottle fundraiser which will benefit the Life  
           Centers around Long Island by giving women and men the counseling and support they  
           need to choose life for themselves and their unborn children. Other activities include prayer  
           vigils, including the 40 Days For Life Campaign. Please continue to pray in support of this  
           important work.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Life and Dignity of the Human Person Prayer 
God of all life,  

Help us to appreciate the great gift that is human life formed in Your Image,  
a reflection of Your Holiness.  

Help us to recognize You in all whom you have created:  
children not yet born, families affected by poverty and war, people of different abilities,  

people from other lands, and all who are victims of hatred and racism.  
Help us to bear witness to the dignity of all whom You have created, regardless of stage of life,  

 or wealth, ability, color or creed, for every person is fully equal in Your loving eyes.  
Share with us Your holy knowledge that we are all Your children, each bestowed with inherent dignity. 

May Your justice reign forever!  Amen. 

Despite the challenges we face,  
we are united in our love of Christ Jesus and our continued mission  

to use our time and talents to serve God and one another.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stewardship Treasure  
  December 2021:  $70,969 
  December 2020:  $59,910 
         Increase of 18% 
 
 

      Attendance 
    December 2021: 3,426 
    December 2020: 2,129 
            Increase of 61% 
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During the peak of the pandemic, Mass attendance declined to less than 50% of 
our pre-pandemic levels. Over the last few months, as greater numbers of  
parishioners return to weekend Masses, our attendance has grown to over 1,000 
attendees each weekend (3 Masses). Surprisingly, weekend donations during the 
pandemic stayed at about 85% of pre-pandemic levels, with only a 15% decline. 
This was primarily due to those of you who continued to support the parish 
with mailed-in or direct donations each week, even when you were unable to 
attend Mass in person. This is the reason the comparison to last year shows 
weekend donations increased by 18%, while Mass attendance dramatically  
increased by 61% from one year to the next.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HELP WANTED:  MATH TEACHER 

The Whole Child Academy, a non-traditional, private 

day school for twice exceptional learners, is looking  

for a secondary math teacher. We teach all of our 

classes in a 1:1 setting which maximizes student  

engagement and outcomes. We are project based and 

have exceptional support systems that encourage 

cross-curricular learning. We are seeking a part time 

math teacher who can teach middle school math as 

well as Algebra II. Send your contact info with a  

resume to lnordby@liwholechild.org 

Around the Diocese 
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