
 

  

 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 

 

Saint Elizabeth of Hungary 
Roman Catholic Church 

175 Wolf Hill Road, Melville, NY  11747 
631 - 271 - 4455 

 

 Faith - Family - Fellowship 

And you,  
Bethlehem,  

land of Judah, 
are by no means  

least among  
the rulers 
 of Judah 

since from you  
shall come a ruler 

who is to  
shepherd my people.  

 

                                     Matthew 2:6  

The Epiphany of the Lord 
          January 2, 2022 



 

                       Center Office Hours:  Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
 

631.271.4455 (phone) ÷  631.271.1415 (fax) 
  website:  www.stelizabeth.org      email:  center@stelizabeth.org  

 

                         
                            Pastoral Team  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pastoral Council and Trustees 

 
 
 
 

Support Staff 
 
 

 
 

 
    

                

Trinity Regional School 
     1025 Fifth Avenue, East Northport, New York  11731, 631-261-5130  Patricia Ayers, Principal  

Council  
 Jerry Asher  Jennifer Ceonzo Michaelanne Discepolo  Marie Dybec  Mark Haweny  

Linda Iadevaia   John Kozlowski  Donald Mueller  Fr. Irinel Racos  Chris Sailon  
Trustees 

John Ferrante  Kathleen McIntyre 

Business Office Kim Mergl Ext. 303                   kmergl@stelizabeth.org 

Communications Elvira Luckstone Ext. 311             eluckstone@stelizabeth.org 

Reception Desk Connie Falen 
Mary McNamara 
Karen Young 

Ext. 301                    cfalen@stelizabeth.org                                   
Ext. 301           mmcnamara@stelizabeth.org 
Ext. 301                  kyoung@stelizabeth.org 

Religious Education Admin. AnnaLisa Pado Ext. 302     formationadmin@stelizabeth.org 

Father Irinel Racos - Pastor Ext. 313 iracos@stelizabeth.org 

Deacon John Failla - Pastoral Associate Ext. 316 jfailla@stelizabeth.org 

Deacon Paul Vastola - Pastoral Associate Ext. 321 pvastola@stelizabeth.org 

Virgil Barkauskas - Director,  Music Ext. 307 vbarka@stelizabeth.org 

John Fruner - Director, Rel. Education & Adult Faith Formation Ext. 308 faithformation@stelizabeth.org 

MaryAnn Giannettino - Director, Parish Social Ministry Ext. 309 outreach@stelizabeth.org 

Harry Perepeluk - Business and Facilities Manager Ext. 304 hperepeluk@stelizabeth.org 

Francis Serpico - Youth Minister Ext. 310 youth@stelizabeth.org 

Jeanne Victor - Director, Liturgy Ext. 318 liturgy@stelizabeth.org 
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Are you interested in receiving emails from St. Elizabeth Church?  Have you stopped  
receiving emails from us but would like to reconnect?  Send your updated information  
(name, address and current email address) to center@stelizabeth.org and we will  
update our records to keep you informed on all parish events. 
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               We invite all new members of our parish community to register at the  
              Center.  We also encourage you to join one of our numerous parish  
                   ministries, so that you may acquire a deeper sense of belonging and  
                  accomplishment serving the needs of others. 
 

          Celebration of the Eucharist 
                                                 Weekday (Monday to Thursday) at 9:30 a.m. 

               Saturday at 5:00 p.m. (Vigil for Sunday) 
               Sunday at 9:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 

             Holy days usually at 9:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. (Please check the bulletin or website.) 
 

 

Becoming a Catholic or Adult Confirmation 
  Are you interested in becoming Catholic?  Were you never Confirmed and now find that you  
  would like to complete your Sacraments of Initiation?  Are you interested in finding out more  
  about the Catholic faith?  If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, then Faith Formation 
  is for you!  Call the Parish Center for more information. 
 

Baptism 
  Baptisms are celebrated on various Sundays throughout the year at 1:00 p.m.  You are  
  encouraged to register for the baptism BEFORE YOUR CHILD IS BORN, so that it is easier to   
  attend  the required Baptism Preparation Class.  Please call the Center and we will be happy   
  to set up an appointment.  Many parents also use this opportunity to register in the Parish  
  as a new parishioner.  Information about Godparents is available on the website. 
 

Marriage 
  We are happy to arrange for your wedding.  First, we have the marriage interview and then  
  we can set the date for the wedding.  More information is available on the website.  Please  
  call the Center for an appointment and we will be happy to help you! 
 

Reconciliation 
  Confessions are heard in our Church’s Chapel of the Holy Cross on Saturdays from 4:00 to  
  4:45 p.m.  You are also welcome to call the Center and make an appointment. 
  

 Anointing of the Sick 
  We encourage all those eligible for this Sacrament to be anointed after the 11:30 a.m. Mass  
  on the first Sunday of the month or by calling the Center.  Those eligible are those who are  
  about to undergo an operation; are suffering from serious illness and the condition has  
  worsened; or are enduring the weakening effects of advancing age and it has been one year  
  since they were last anointed.   
 

Mass Cards 
  Mass cards are always available when the Parish Center is open.  If you are unable to come  
  to the Center during our normal hours, you are invited to call (631.271.4455) and request a  
  Mass card over the telephone or email center@stelizabeth.org.  Credit cards are accepted in  
  payment of the offering.   
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Happy  

New Year ! 
 

 
We warmly welcome all who have come today to celebrate. 

 

We welcome the stranger, the traveler, and guest!  
 

We welcome our students home from college for a good winter's rest! 
  

We welcome parishioners who moved far away  
but join us as friends & guests!  

 

We welcome all who have not been active of late in their Catholic faith 
and hope they will find new hope and inspiration to come back  

again and again!  
 

We welcome our faithful parishioners, joyful and true.  
May the Lord bless you for all you do!  

 

Welcome to all!    
 

May our gathering gladden our hearts and deepen our bonds. 
We, after all, are one People of God redeemed by Light!  

 
May we walk by Light  and live by the Light  together! 



 

Epiphany Proclamation 
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Announcement of Easter and the Moveable Feasts 
 

The Epiphany Proclamation dates from a time when calendars were not readily available and 
many of the Church’s celebrations are not fixed dates but move from year to year. The faithful 
needed to be informed of the date of Easter since many celebrations of our liturgical year 
flow from the Easter date.  On the Feast of the Epiphany, the moveable feasts are proclaimed 
during Mass so that the calendar is set for the coming year. 
 

Although with our modern calendars Easter Sunday can be calculated many years in  
advance, the Epiphany Proclamation is still a reminder that the Resurrection is at the center 
of our year and that there are other important faith celebrations. 
  
After the homily, the deacon or cantor will chant the proclamation announcing Easter and 
the other feasts of the liturgical year. 
  

Know, dear brethren (brothers and sisters), 
that, as we have rejoiced at the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

so by leave of God's mercy we announce to you also  
the joy of his Resurrection, who is our Savior. 

  
On the second day of March will fall Ash Wednesday, 

and the beginning of the fast of the most sacred Lenten season. 
  

On the seventeenth day of April you will celebrate with joy Easter Day, 
the Paschal feast of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

On the twenty-sixth day of May will be the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

On the fifth day of June, the Feast of Pentecost. 
 

 On the sixteenth day of June,  
the Feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. 

  

On the twenty-seventh day of November,  
the First Sunday of the Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

to whom is honor and glory forever and ever. 
  

Amen. 



 

Blessing of the Home  
and Household  

on Epiphany 
 

When all have gathered, a suitable song may be sung. The leader 
makes the sign of the cross, and all reply, “Amen.” 
 

The leader greets those present in the following words: 
Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and homes with peace.   
Blessed be God forever. 
R/. Blessed be God forever. 

 

 In the following words, the leader prepares those present for the blessing: 
 

 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling place among us. It is Christ who enlightens our  
 hearts and homes with his love. May all who enter this home find Christ’s light and love. 
 

 One of those present or the leader reads a text of sacred Scripture, Luke 19:1-9: 
 

 Listen to the words of the holy Gospel according to Luke: 
  Jesus came to Jericho and intended to pass through the town. Now a man there named  
  Zacchaeus, who was a chief tax collector and also a wealthy man, was seeking to see who  
  Jesus was; but he could not see him because of the crowd, for he was short in stature. So  
  he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus, who was about to pass that  
  way.  When he reached the place, Jesus looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down  
  quickly, for today I must stay at your house.” And he came down quickly and received him  
  with joy. When they all saw this, they began to grumble, saying, “He has gone to stay at the  
  house of a sinner.” But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Behold, half of my  
  possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor, and if I have extorted anything from anyone I  
  shall repay it four times over.”  Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this  
  house because this man, too, is a descendant of Abraham.” 
 

 The intercessions are then said: 
 

 Leader: The Son of God made his home among us. With thanks and praise let us call upon him. 
 R/. Stay with us, Lord. 
 

 Leader:  Lord Jesus Christ, with Mary and Joseph you formed the Holy Family: remain in our  
 home, that we may know you as our guest and honor you as our Head.  We pray: 
 R/. Stay with us, Lord. 
 

 Leader:  Lord Jesus Christ, you had no place to lay your head, but in the spirit of poverty accepted  
 the hospitality of your friends: grant that through our help the homeless may obtain proper 
 housing. We pray: 
 R/. Stay with us, Lord. 
 

 Leader:  Lord Jesus Christ, the three kings presented their gifts to you in praise and adoration:  
 grant that those living in this house may use their talents and abilities to your greater glory. 
 We pray: R/. Stay with us, Lord. 
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Blessing of the Home  
and Household  

on Epiphany 
  
 After the intercessions the leader invites all present to say the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 The leader says the prayer of blessing with hands joined: 
  Lord God of heaven and earth, 
  you revealed your only-begotten Son to every nation by the guidance of a star. 
  Bless this house and all who inhabit it. 
  Fill us with the light of Christ, that our concern for others may reflect your love. 
  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
  R/. Amen. 
 
 The leader concludes the rite by signing himself or herself with the sign of the cross and saying: 
 

May Christ Jesus dwell with us, 
keep us from all harm, 

and make us one in mind and heart, 
now and forever. 

R/. Amen. 
 

It is preferable to end the celebration with a suitable song, for example,  
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” or “We Three Kings.” 
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                   from the  
                    Sisters of Life 

 

Thank you to all the St. Elizabeth parishioners who 
participated in supporting the Oceans of Mercy 
Hope and Healing Advent Luncheon hosted by 
the Sisters of Life. The post-abortive women are  
so grateful for the gift bags they receive and most  
especially for the notes of love and prayers they  
receive from the parishioners. 



Urgent Need: Share the Warmth 
                                      The Life Center, also  
              known as Women First,  
              is in desperate need of  
              gently-used and new winter  
             clothes for boys and girls of  
all ages. The Life Center locations in Hempstead,  
Massapequa, Deer Park and the newly-opened  
Smithtown locations will all gladly take donations. If you 
cannot travel to one of these locations, please contact the 
Life Center at 516-795-8746 and they will schedule a 
driver to pick up your donations.  
 

Thank you so much for all the time, talent and treasure you give to 
the Life Center.  Bob and Kathy Kaufmann Co-chairs of the  
Respect Life Committee 
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TRINITY 
REGIONAL 
SCHOOL 

 
Nursery to 
 8th Grade 

 
 
 

Invites you to their   

OPEN HOUSE 
  

JANUARY 30 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 
Call 631-261-5130  

for details and tours. 
 

 SEE WHAT TRINITY HAS TO OFFER 
YOUR CHILD! 

 
Early Childhood Programs  

for 3- and 4-year olds 
 

Elementary and Middle School  
including Regents courses  

for our 8th graders. 
 

Trinity Regional School  
is located at  

1025 5th Avenue, East Northport. 
www.trinityregional.org 
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January Meetings 
 

 

January 4 
Big Pot 
Bingo 

 
 
January 18 

The New Country 
Road Show 
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Scripture Insights 
Lord, Hear our   
       Prayers for 

 the Deceased 
  June Giambalvo 
 

 the Sick 
  Marguerette Hoffmann; Randall May 
  Mary McNamara; Margaret McQuade     
  Kenneth Owen 
 

 Our Servicemen and Women 
  Second Lt. Jerry Browne, U.S. Army 
  SSgt. James Calfa, U.S. Army 
  SrA Britney Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force 
  SSgt. Dylan Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force 
  MSgt. Mitchell Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force 
  MST3 William DeGaray, U.S.C.G. 
  MIDN Brian Z. DiSalvo, U. S. Navy   
  Sgt. Victor B. Famighette, U. S. Army   
  Major Thomas Frey, U.S.M.C. 
  Lt. Brendan Johnston, U.S. Navy 
  Ensign Michael O’Donohoe, U.S. Navy 
  Cpl. Brad John Peck, U.S.M.C. 
  First Lt. Kiersten Spencer, U.S. Army 
  Sgt. Michael J. Stewart, U.S. Army 
  Lt. Col. Kent Walsh, U.S. Army   
  Lt. Frederick Zappala, U.S. Army 

Sunday, January 2, 2022 

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 
 

Today’s Solemnity continues the celebration of the  
astonishing mystery of God’s manifestation to the very  
ends of the earth.  The visitors from the east symbolize the 
extent of God’s salvation as it unfolds for peoples of every 
land.  As they offer gifts, as would be fitting for a king, they 
announce to the world that an astonishing event has taken 
place: all peoples will know the glory of God. 
 
While the word epiphany means “manifestation” or 
“showing forth,” Isaiah reminds us that this solemnity is  
all about light, for without light, nothing can be made  
manifest or revealed. 
 
The prophet proclaimed this word of the Lord as Judah’s 
exile in Babylon was ending.  In the darkness of captivity 
from the promised land, the people wondered if they 
would ever again enjoy the radiance of God’s powerful 
presence.  The glory of God’s light shines upon His chosen 
people, offering the possibility of new life. 
 
The Second Reading and Gospel make manifest the new  
life available to God’s people in Christ.  In him, God  
unveils a mystery only suggested in Israel's past:  the  
widening of the concept of  “God’s people.”  We do see 
“nations” walking by the light of Jerusalem in the First 
Reading (Is 60:3) and the theme expands in the two New 
Testament readings:  through Christ, the glory of God 
shines on all people, Jew and Gentile alike. 
 
To the surprise of Israel of old, it was a foreigner, the  
Persian King Cyrus, who released God’s people from   
captivity.  With the coming of Christ, God creates a new 
Israel, revealing that divine mercy and compassion embrace 
all, inviting all.  Thus Matthew presents foreigners “from 
the east” (2:1), who receive the revelation of Christ by a 
shining star.  With steadfast response, these co-partners in 
the promise undertake a long, arduous journey to discover 
the source of light. 
 
Having reached their goal, they did him “homage”  
(Mt 2:2), the first to recognize the mystery made manifest.  
In Christ, old boundaries and exclusions fall away and all 
are “members of the same body.” (Eph 3:6). 

Bulletin Reflection 
In today’s Gospel, we read  

of the Magi who traveled to  

visit Jesus. 
 

 

 

    Living Stewardship:   
                                 Pillar of Prayer
    The Magi travelled to see Jesus; this week, 

how can we encounter Jesus?  Take time to attend 

Mass during the week or visit Him in an Adoration 

chapel or let Him show His mercy to you during the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
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 Monday, January 3, 2022 
 William and Ida Pareti 
  

 Tuesday, January 4 
 Bernard Speranza 
 

 Wednesday, January 5 
 Nicholas F. Saturno 
 

 Thursday, January 6 
 Diane Campbell 
 

 Saturday and Sunday, January 8 and 9 
 Robert Early; Colin Gilmartin 
 Ralph and Michael Giugliano; Belen Gomez 
 Doris Rotolla; Antonetta Ruggiero; Thomas Ruggiero 
 Jean Wendell; Tony Zarra and for the parishioners of  
 St. Elizabeth 

                         

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       All parishioners are invited to 

        Eucharistic Adoration 
       Thursdays following 9:30 a.m.  

             daily Mass. 
 

               Benediction  
                     First Thursday of the month  

                         at the end of Eucharistic Adoration. 
 

Recitation of the Rosary 
 

Mondays at 7 p.m.in Church   
led by Deacon Paul Vastola  

                        

Tuesdays at 8:45 a.m. in Church 
Rosary for Life led by Mary LaMagna. 

 

Wednesdays at 9 a.m. in the Chapel led by Molly Pepino. 
 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena  
Mondays, immediately following 9:30 a.m. daily Mass 

led by Mike and Paula Conner. 

 

Mass Intentions, Presiders and Readings for the Week 

Mass Intentions Weekly Readings 

Monday, January 3, 2022 
Reading 1: 1 John 3:22--4:6 
Gospel:  Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25 
 

Tuesday, January 4 

Reading 1: 1 John 4:7-10 
Gospel:    Mark 6:34-44 
 

Wednesday, January 5 
Reading 1: 1 John 4:11-18 
Gospel:  Mark 6:45-52 
 

Thursday, January 6 
Reading 1: 1 John 4:19--5:4 
Gospel:  Luke 4:14-22 
 

Friday, January 7 
Reading 1: 1 John 5:5-13 
Gospel:  Luke 5:12-16 
 

Saturday, January 8 
Reading 1:  1 John 5:14-21 
Gospel:  John 3:22-30 
 

Sunday, January 9 (Baptism of the Lord) 
Reading 1: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
Reading 2: Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7 
Gospel:  Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 
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 Canned Chicken

 Pancake Mix 

  Jarred Spaghetti Sauce 

  Hamburger and Hot Dog Rolls 

 Decaf Coffee 

  Salt and Pepper 

  Ketchup 

  Laundry Soap 

  Dish Soap 

 Hand Soap

 Body Wash 

  Toothbrushes 

 Feminine Products 

 Disposable Razors 

     

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 Outreach aims to aid people in accessing the  

 resources that will assist them in meeting their  

 basic needs. 
 

Our Outreach Pantry is currently open 

by appointment only 

Phone:  631 . 271 . 4455 x309  

or email outreach@stelizabeth.org 
 

 Outreach provides assistance with food,  

 information and referral to other agencies to  

 meet various family needs and other emergency  

 assistance. 

Outreach  

       Ministry 

Ongoing 
Needs 

SPECIAL NOTE:  Nonperishable foods may be left in 

the  Gathering Lobby.  Perishable food donations 

such as produce, meat, eggs, and dairy are always 

appreciated, but they must be brought to the  

Parish Center during regular business hours.  We 

are not currently able to take donations of toys, 

clothing or medical equipment.  Thank you!  

   URGENT  
  NEEDS 

Outreach is always 
grateful for your  

generosity! 

 Cooking Oil 
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Stewardship Committee 
 

Father Irinel Racos 
Pastor 

 

Alicia Pisco 
Chairperson 

 
Deacon Paul Vastola 

 Pastoral Team Liaison 
 

Committee Members 
Doreen Boehme 

John Ferrante 
Harry Perepeluk 

Joseph Jordan 
Marguerite Melone 
Joseph Monestere 

Julius Taku 
Michelle Turner 

 

The Respect Life 
Committee 

                Stewardship Corner 
               Welcome New Parishioners! 

                  Are you a new parishioner?  Welcome!  We’re so happy to welcome you 
                  to our parish family!  If you have not already registered with the parish,  
                  please click on the “Join Our Parish” link on the right-hand side of our  
           website, www.stelizabeth.org, for more information. 
 

           The Stewardship Committee is available to speak with you and answer any questions  
           you may have.  Once you have completed your registration, we will be calling you to  
           introduce ourselves and welcome you to the parish.  Feel free to reach out to us anytime  
           at center@stelizabeth.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Our Respect Life Committee, led by Kathy and Bob Kaufmann, dedicates their time and  
           talent to promoting a culture of life where all life is protected from conception to natural  
           death. This group most recently held a baby bottle fundraiser which will benefit the Life  
           Centers around Long Island by giving women and men the counseling and support they  
           need to choose life for themselves and their unborn children. Other activities include prayer  
           vigils, including the 40 Days For Life Campaign. Please continue to pray in support of this  
           important work.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Life and Dignity of the Human Person Prayer 
God of all life,  

Help us to appreciate the great gift that is human life formed in Your Image,  
a reflection of Your Holiness.  

Help us to recognize You in all whom you have created:  
children not yet born, families affected by poverty and war, people of different abilities,  

people from other lands, and all who are victims of hatred and racism.  
Help us to bear witness to the dignity of all whom You have created, regardless of stage of life,  

 or wealth, ability, color or creed, for every person is fully equal in Your loving eyes.  
Share with us Your holy knowledge that we are all Your children, each bestowed with inherent dignity. 

May Your justice reign forever!  Amen. 

Despite the challenges we face,  
we are united in our love of Christ Jesus and our continued mission  

to use our time and talents to serve God and one another.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stewardship Treasure  
  November 2021:  $61,929 
  November 2020:  $60,116 
         Increase of 3% 
 
 

      Attendance 
    November 2021: 3,899 
    November 2020: 2,527 
            Increase of 54% 
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During the peak of the pandemic, Mass attendance declined to less than 50% of 
our pre-pandemic levels. Over the last few months, as greater numbers of  
parishioners return to weekend Masses, our attendance has grown to over 1,000 
attendees each weekend (3 Masses). Surprisingly, weekend donations during the 
pandemic stayed at about 85% of pre-pandemic levels, with only a 15% decline. 
This was primarily due to those of you who continued to support the parish 
with mailed-in or direct donations each week, even when you were unable to 
attend Mass in person. This is the reason the comparison to last year shows 
weekend donations increased by 3%, while Mass attendance dramatically  
increased by 54% from one year to the next.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HELP WANTED:  MATH TEACHER 

The Whole Child Academy, a non-traditional, private 

day school for twice exceptional learners, is looking  

for a secondary math teacher. We teach all of our 

classes in a 1:1 setting which maximizes student  

engagement and outcomes. We are project based and 

have exceptional support systems that encourage 

cross-curricular learning. We are seeking a part time 

math teacher who can teach middle school math as 

well as Algebra II. Send your contact info with a  

resume to lnordby@liwholechild.org 

Around the Diocese 
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