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Trinity Regional School
1025 Fifth Avenue, East Northport, New York 11731, 631-261-5130 Patricia Ayers, Principal
Are you interested in receiving emails from St. Elizabeth Church? Have you stopped
receiving emails from us but would like to reconnect? Send your updated information
(name, address and current email address) to center@stelizabeth.org and we will
update our records to keep you informed on all parish events.
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We invite all new members of our parish community to register at the
Center. We also encourage you to join one of our numerous parish
ministries, so that you may acquire a deeper sense of belonging and
accomplishment serving the needs of others.

Celebration of the Eucharist
Weekday (Monday to Thursday) at 9:30 a.m.
Saturday at 5:00 p.m. (Vigil for Sunday)
Sunday at 9:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
Holy days usually at 9:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. (Please check the bulletin or website.)

Becoming a Catholic or Adult Confirmation
Are you interested in becoming Catholic? Were you never Confirmed and now find that you
would like to complete your Sacraments of Initiation? Are you interested in finding out more
about the Catholic faith? If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, then Faith Formation
is for you! Call the Parish Center for more information.

Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on various Sundays throughout the year at 1:00 p.m. You are
encouraged to register for the baptism BEFORE YOUR CHILD IS BORN, so that it is easier to
attend the required Baptism Preparation Class. Please call the Center and we will be happy
to set up an appointment. Many parents also use this opportunity to register in the Parish
as a new parishioner. Information about Godparents is available on the website.

Marriage
We are happy to arrange for your wedding. First, we have the marriage interview and then
we can set the date for the wedding. More information is available on the website. Please
call the Center for an appointment and we will be happy to help you!

Reconciliation
Confessions are heard in our Church’s Chapel of the Holy Cross on Saturdays from 4:00 to
4:45 p.m. You are also welcome to call the Center and make an appointment.

Anointing of the Sick
We encourage all those eligible for this Sacrament to be anointed after the 11:30 a.m. Mass
on the first Sunday of the month or by calling the Center. Those eligible are those who are
about to undergo an operation; are suffering from serious illness and the condition has
worsened; or are enduring the weakening effects of advancing age and it has been one year
since they were last anointed.

Mass Cards
Mass cards are always available when the Parish Center is open. If you are unable to come
to the Center during our normal hours, you are invited to call (631.271.4455) and request a
Mass card over the telephone or email center@stelizabeth.org. Credit cards are accepted in
payment of the offering.
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Merry
Christmas!
We warmly welcome all who have come today
to celebrate this glorious feast.
We welcome the stranger, the traveler, and guest!
We welcome our students home from college for a good winter's rest!
We welcome parishioners who moved far away
but join us this night as friends & guests!
We welcome all who have not been active of late in their Catholic faith;
and hope they will find new hope and inspiration this Christmas night
to come back again and again!
We welcome our faithful parishioners, joyful and true.
May the Lord bless you for all you do!

Welcome to all!
May our gathering this night
gladden our hearts and deepen our bonds.
We, after all, are one People of God
redeemed by Light!
May we walk by Light and live by the Light
together!
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Christmas 2021
“Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in
the City of David a Savior has been born to you who is Christ and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: You will
find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.”
Dear Parishioners,
In the midst of all our current challenges and concerns, the love of God the Father is made manifest
to us in the wonderful gift of His Son, Jesus. With the angels in Bethlehem, our faith moves us to
sing: “Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth.” I extend to all of you an open,
grateful heart of welcome!
Christ came to earth to reveal an extraordinary message: a message of love, hope, joy and peace.
Christ asks us to have love for one another, to be reconciled to one another and to accept one another.
Jesus said: “I have come so that you may have life and have it more abundantly.” We are now
children of God and we will, therefore, never wander in darkness but always in the source of Light:
Jesus Christ Himself!
Together, may we grow in strength and grace to know and celebrate God’s presence in our lives. In
Jesus Christ, the baby born in Bethlehem, we see God Himself. The baby born in Bethlehem this day
is God speaking to us, God reaching out to us, God telling us clearly that He loves us.
May our Lord Jesus Christ, born in Bethlehem, bless you, your families and your loved ones at this
sacred time of hope and grace. May Mary, the Mother of the Child Jesus and our Mother watch over
you all!

A blessed Christmas and a happy, peaceful New Year!
Fr. Irinel,
the Pastoral Team
and staff of
St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish
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Everyday Stewardship
Recognize God
in Your
Ordinary Moments
There is a lot of imagery
around Christmas that
has to do with adoption;
or, more specifically, with a child being loved by
another as if they belonged to that person and
loved in such a profound way that in time, they
do come to belong to that person.
We see this with Joseph and the infant Jesus.
Joseph is not Jesus’ biological father. But through
a series of actions, and through his faithfulness
in small, everyday matters, Joseph becomes the
foster father of Jesus.
Perhaps we are parents who have adopted
children, or we ourselves were adopted. We have
also seen how, through a series of actions of love
and sacrifice, someone can become the parent of
a person who is not their “blood.” A lot of times
these families celebrate the day of the adoption.
I’ve heard it called a “gotcha day,” and it’s
marked joyously, like a birthday.
Most of us are not descended from the Israelites,
God’s Chosen People. But through a series of
extraordinary actions of love and sacrifice, God
has made Himself our parent, too. And through
our own actions, and through faithfulness in
small and everyday matters, we are His children.
But in this family, instead of blood ties, we have
stewardship ties. It’s not about who we look like,
it’s about how we treat one another. How we take
care of one another.
So this Christmas, let’s think about how we will
celebrate our adoption. As much as it is Jesus’
birthday, it’s also our “gotcha day” — the day we
received the gift of eternal family.
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

© LPi
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TRINITY
REGIONAL
SCHOOL
Nursery to
8th Grade

Invites you to their

OPEN HOUSE
JANUARY 30
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Call 631-261-5130
for details and tours.
SEE WHAT TRINITY HAS TO OFFER
YOUR CHILD!
Early Childhood Programs
for 3- and 4-year olds
Elementary and Middle School
including Regents courses
for our 8th graders.

Trinity Regional School
is located at
th
1025 5 Avenue, East Northport.
www.trinityregional.org
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Christmas
Flowers
Would you like to make a donation toward Christmas flowers
in memory of or for the special intentions of a loved one?
If so, please fill out the form below and either drop it in the collection
basket at Mass, mail it, or bring it to the Parish Center. The suggested
offering is $30 and can be made until Friday, December 31.

Please accept my

Christmas flower donation of $30.00.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY.
Names will be listed in the bulletin after the New Year. Be sure to
note whether this is a special intention or a memorial.

In memory of :
rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr
rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr
for the intentions of:
rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr
rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr
Donation given by:
Name rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr
Address rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

Phone rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr
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Scripture Insights

Lord, Hear our
Prayers for

Sunday, December 26: Feast of the Holy Family
This feast urges us to see in the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph a “shining example” for all family life (collect,
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph). In
their mutual love and forbearance, in their patience in
times of trial and in their total obedience to God’s will for
them, the Holy Family shows us how to live together in
peace.
Though today’s readings refer to obedience only once,
obedience is a thread woven through all the Scriptures for
this Feast of the Holy Family. To modern ears, the word
obedience grates a bit. Isn’t that just for children?
Doesn’t it suggest a subservient state unworthy of adults?
The Bible understands obedience as humankind’s
fundamental attitude toward God. In the Old Testament,
the Hebrew word shema means both “hear” and “obey;” it
signifies an attitude of listening with readiness to act on
what one hears. As the covenant people were called to
hear and heed God’s Word, the people also called on God
to listen and respond to their prayer.
Hannah, long barren, pleaded with God for a son and the
First Reading tells us that God was listening. Samuel was
God’s word of response to her prayer and Hannah, in turn,
heard and obeyed in gratitude, offering him as a nazirite,
set apart for sacred purposes. Numerous psalms, like
today’s Responsorial Psalm, give praise for the many ways
God listens and responds to our prayer.
In the Second Reading, Christians are called to keep the
divine command to “believe in...His Son, Jesus Christ,
and love one another just as He commanded.” (1 Jn 3:23)
The author of this letter echoes the perspective of the
Gospel according to John, which presents Jesus as the
divine Word made flesh. Jesus Christ not only speaks but
is God’s Word made visible, calling us to hear and obey.
Luke presents a breathtaking scene: a twelve-year-old
Jesus whom the Evangelist has already described as “a
savior...who is Christ and Lord” (2:11), listening to Mary
and Joseph, “obedient to them.” (2:51) Though He
remained in the Temple because He heard and obeyed His
heavenly Father, He behaved the same toward earthly
parents. He grew in wisdom and age and in obedience.

the Deceased
the Sick

Marguerette Hoffmann; Randall May
Mary McNamara; Margaret McQuade

Our Servicemen and Women
Second Lt. Jerry Browne, U.S. Army
SSgt. James Calfa, U.S. Army
SrA Britney Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force
SSgt. Dylan Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force
MSgt. Mitchell Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force
MST3 William DeGaray, U.S.C.G.
MIDN Brian Z. DiSalvo, U. S. Navy
Sgt. Victor B. Famighette, U. S. Army
Major Thomas Frey, U.S.M.C.
Lt. Brendan Johnston, U.S. Navy
Ensign Michael O’Donohoe, U.S. Navy
Cpl. Brad John Peck, U.S.M.C.
First Lt. Kiersten Spencer, U.S. Army
Sgt. Michael J. Stewart, U.S. Army
Lt. Col. Kent Walsh, U.S. Army
Lt. Frederick Zappala, U.S. Army

Bulletin Reflection
In today’s Gospel, Jesus is
separated from His parents
while in Jerusalem for the feast
of Passover. This event is also the Fifth Joyful
Mystery of the Holy Rosary.

Living Stewardship:

Pillar of Hospitality

Share the joy of Christmas with others this
season! Fill our community with love by
being hospitable to all around you.
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Mass Intentions, Presiders and Readings for the Week
Mass Intentions

Weekly Readings
Monday, December 27
Reading 1: 1 John 1:1-4
Gospel:
John 20:1a & 2-8

Monday, December 27
Susanne Casadonte
Tuesday, December 28
Esperanza Tavera
Wednesday, December 29
John Rollins
Thursday, December 30
Peter Dillon
Saturday and Sunday, January 1 and 2, 2022
Clare Britt; Allan Cameron; William J. Finnan
John Joseph Huber; Victoria Jiminez
Camilla M. McGuire; Daniel Michaels
Dolores Owen; Luis Sodre; the Living intentions of
Robert Clock and for the parishioners of St. Elizabeth

All parishioners are invited to

Eucharistic Adoration
Thursdays following 9:30 a.m.
daily Mass.

Benediction

Tuesday, December 28
Reading 1: 1 John 1:5--2:2
Gospel:
Matthew 2:13-18
Wednesday, December 29
Reading 1: 1 John 2:3-11
Gospel:
Luke 2:22-35
Thursday, December 30
Reading 1: 1 John 2:12-17
Gospel:
Luke 2:36-40
Friday, December 31
Reading 1: 1 John 2:18-21
Gospel:
John 1:1-18
Saturday, January 1, 2022 (Mary, Holy Mother of God)
Reading 1: Numbers 6:22-27
Reading 2: Galatians 4:4-7
Gospel:
Luke 2:16-21
Sunday, January 2, 2022 (Epiphany of the Lord)
Reading 1: Isaiah 60:1-6
Reading 2: Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
Gospel:
Matthew 2:1-12

First Thursday of the month
at the end of Eucharistic Adoration.

Recitation of the Rosary
Mondays at 7 p.m.in Church
led by Deacon Paul Vastola
Tuesdays at 8:45 a.m. in Church
Rosary for Life led by Mary LaMagna.
Wednesdays at 9 a.m. in the Chapel led by Molly Pepino.

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena
Mondays, immediately following 9:30 a.m. daily Mass
led by Mike and Paula Conner.

Saturday, January 1, 2022
is the Solemnity of Mary,
the Holy Mother of God
Mass will be celebrated at 11 a.m. on the 1st.
(It is not a Holy Day of Obligation this year.)
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Outreach
Ministry
Ongoing
Needs







 Cereal
 Pancake Mix
 Jarred Spaghetti Sauce
 Hamburger Rolls
 Decaf Coffee
 Ketchup
 Shampoo
 Conditioner
 Body Wash
 Toothbrushes
 Hand soap
 Dish Soap
 Feminine Pads
 Razors
 Paper Towels

Outreach is always
grateful for your
generosity!

URGENT
NEEDS
 Cooking Oil

SPECIAL NOTE: Nonperishable foods may be left in
the Gathering Lobby. Perishable food donations
such as produce, meat, eggs, and dairy are always
appreciated, but they must be brought to the
Parish Center during regular business hours. We
are not currently able to take donations of toys,
clothing or medical equipment. Thank you!





Outreach aims to aid people in accessing the
resources that will assist them in meeting their
basic needs.
Our Outreach Pantry is currently open
by appointment only
Phone: 631 . 271 . 4455 x309
or email outreach@stelizabeth.org
Outreach provides assistance with food,
information and referral to other agencies to
meet various family needs and other emergency
assistance.

NEW YORK STATE
HOMEOWNER
ASSISTANCE
FUND
The New York State Homeowner Assistance Fund
(NYS HAF) is a federally-funded program dedicated to
assisting homeowners who are at risk of default, foreclosure
or displacement as result of a financial hardship caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Please visit: https://www.nyhomeownerfund.org where
you can: learn more about the program, including eligibility
criteria and what types of assistance will be available; enter
your email to be notified when the application period opens;
read our detailed guide about the NYS HAF application,
including eligibility criteria and a list of documents you may
need to provide when applying.
The NYS HAF program also has a dedicated call center
staffed with live operators who speak multiple languages and
who can assist you with any additional questions you have
about the program or the application process.
Contact: 1-844-77-NYHAF (1-844-776-9423). The call
center is open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. until
5 p.m.

St. E Melville-13

Stewardship Corner
Welcome New Parishioners!

Stewardship Committee

Father Irinel Racos
Pastor

Are you a new parishioner? Welcome! We’re so happy to welcome you
to our parish family! If you have not already registered with the parish,
please click on the “Join Our Parish” link on the right-hand side of our
website, www.stelizabeth.org, for more information.
The Stewardship Committee is available to speak with you and answer any questions
you may have. Once you have completed your registration, we will be calling you to
introduce ourselves and welcome you to the parish. Feel free to reach out to us anytime
at center@stelizabeth.org.

Alicia Pisco
Chairperson
Deacon Paul Vastola
Pastoral Team Liaison
Committee Members
Doreen Boehme
John Ferrante
Harry Perepeluk
Joseph Jordan
Marguerite Melone
Joseph Monestere
Julius Taku
Michelle Turner

The Respect Life
Committee
Our Respect Life Committee, led by Kathy and Bob Kaufmann, dedicates their time and
talent to promoting a culture of life where all life is protected from conception to natural
death. This group most recently held a baby bottle fundraiser which will benefit the Life
Centers around Long Island by giving women and men the counseling and support they
need to choose life for themselves and their unborn children. Other activities include prayer
vigils, including the 40 Days For Life Campaign. Please continue to pray in support of this
important work.

Despite the challenges we face,
we are united in our love of Christ Jesus and our continued mission
to use our time and talents to serve God and one another.

Life and Dignity of the Human Person Prayer

God of all life,
Help us to appreciate the great gift that is human life formed in Your Image,
a reflection of Your Holiness.
Help us to recognize You in all whom you have created:
children not yet born, families affected by poverty and war, people of different abilities,
people from other lands, and all who are victims of hatred and racism.
Help us to bear witness to the dignity of all whom You have created, regardless of stage of life,
or wealth, ability, color or creed, for every person is fully equal in Your loving eyes.
Share with us Your holy knowledge that we are all Your children, each bestowed with inherent dignity.
May Your justice reign forever! Amen.
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Stewardship Treasure

November 2021: $61,929
November 2020: $60,116
Increase of 3%

Attendance
November 2021: 3,899
November 2020: 2,527
Increase of 54%

During the peak of the pandemic, Mass attendance declined to less than 50% of
our pre-pandemic levels. Over the last few months, as greater numbers of
parishioners return to weekend Masses, our attendance has grown to over 1,000
attendees each weekend (3 Masses). Surprisingly, weekend donations during the
pandemic stayed at about 85% of pre-pandemic levels, with only a 15% decline.
This was primarily due to those of you who continued to support the parish
with mailed-in or direct donations each week, even when you were unable to
attend Mass in person. This is the reason the comparison to last year shows
weekend donations increased by 3%, while Mass attendance dramatically
increased by 54% from one year to the next.
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Around the Diocese

HELP WANTED: MATH TEACHER
The Whole Child Academy, a non-traditional, private
day school for twice exceptional learners, is looking
for a secondary math teacher. We teach all of our
classes in a 1:1 setting which maximizes student
engagement and outcomes. We are project based and
have exceptional support systems that encourage
cross-curricular learning. We are seeking a part time
math teacher who can teach middle school math as
well as Algebra II. Send your contact info with a
resume to lnordby@liwholechild.org
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