
 

  

 
“Blessed are you 

among women 
 and blessed  

is the fruit  
of your womb. 

 
Blessed are you  

who believed that 
what was spoken  

to you  
by the Lord  

would be fulfilled.” 
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Francis Serpico - Youth Minister Ext. 310 youth@stelizabeth.org 
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Are you interested in receiving emails from St. Elizabeth Church?  Have you stopped  
receiving emails from us but would like to reconnect?  Send your updated information  
(name, address and current email address) to center@stelizabeth.org and we will  
update our records to keep you informed on all parish events. 
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               We invite all new members of our parish community to register at the  
              Center.  We also encourage you to join one of our numerous parish  
                   ministries, so that you may acquire a deeper sense of belonging and  
                  accomplishment serving the needs of others. 
 

          Celebration of the Eucharist 
                                                 Weekday (Monday to Thursday) at 9:30 a.m. 

               Saturday at 5:00 p.m. (Vigil for Sunday) 
               Sunday at 9:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 

             Holy days usually at 9:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. (Please check the bulletin or website.) 
 

 

Becoming a Catholic or Adult Confirmation 
  Are you interested in becoming Catholic?  Were you never Confirmed and now find that you  
  would like to complete your Sacraments of Initiation?  Are you interested in finding out more  
  about the Catholic faith?  If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, then Faith Formation 
  is for you!  Call the Parish Center for more information. 
 

Baptism 
  Baptisms are celebrated on various Sundays throughout the year at 1:00 p.m.  You are  
  encouraged to register for the baptism BEFORE YOUR CHILD IS BORN, so that it is easier to   
  attend  the required Baptism Preparation Class.  Please call the Center and we will be happy   
  to set up an appointment.  Many parents also use this opportunity to register in the Parish  
  as a new parishioner.  Information about Godparents is available on the website. 
 

Marriage 
  We are happy to arrange for your wedding.  First, we have the marriage interview and then  
  we can set the date for the wedding.  More information is available on the website.  Please  
  call the Center for an appointment and we will be happy to help you! 
 

Reconciliation 
  Confessions are heard in our Church’s Chapel of the Holy Cross on Saturdays from 4:00 to  
  4:45 p.m.  You are also welcome to call the Center and make an appointment. 
  

 Anointing of the Sick 
  We encourage all those eligible for this Sacrament to be anointed after the 11:30 a.m. Mass  
  on the first Sunday of the month or by calling the Center.  Those eligible are those who are  
  about to undergo an operation; are suffering from serious illness and the condition has  
  worsened; or are enduring the weakening effects of advancing age and it has been one year  
  since they were last anointed.   
 

Mass Cards 
  Mass cards are always available when the Parish Center is open.  If you are unable to come  
  to the Center during our normal hours, you are invited to call (631.271.4455) and request a  
  Mass card over the telephone or email center@stelizabeth.org.  Credit cards are accepted in  
  payment of the offering.   
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2021 
Christmas 

Mass Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24 
(All Masses will be celebrated in Church.) 

 

4:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. Caroling  
(with our Adult Choir accompanied by a Brass Ensemble) 

9:00 p.m.  
 

Christmas Day, Saturday, December 25 
9:00 and 11:30 a.m. 

(There is no 5:00 p.m. Mass on Christmas Day.) 
(Masses for Sunday, December 26 will be at 9:00 and 11:30 a.m.) 

 

Due to anticipated attendance at the Christmas Masses, we respectfully request you do not reserve seats. 
Thank you for your anticipated cooperation! 
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Please note that the Parish Center will be 
closed Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24 

and Monday, December 27.  
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Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 

 

Question: 
Is Our Lady of Guadalupe only 
a cultural devotion? 
 

Answer: 
You may be familiar with Our 
Lady of Guadalupe from  
devotions in Hispanic  
communities. There is a rich 
heritage originating in Mexico, 
the site of the apparition of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe. But Mary is for all of us!  
Our Lady of Guadalupe is, in fact, named the patroness of 
all  the Americas, from the Chilean Patagonian mountains 
to the Arctic islands of Canada. After Mary appeared to  
St. Juan Diego as a young, mestizo woman, conversions to  
Catholicism began to grow exponentially throughout Latin 
America. Our Lady of Guadalupe has been meaningful to 
the Mexican people, and her image and devotions have 
been incorporated as broader symbols of culture.  
 
This apparition inspires across lines of nationality and  
culture. Juan Diego, recipient of the apparition, was a  
poor laborer. The famous image of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
did not appear on silk or stone, but on the simple, natural 
woven fibers of Juan Diego’s tunic. The apparition affirms 
the dignity of the poor and shows striking solidarity. Mary 
appeared as the people appeared. In the apparition,  
Mary is indeed radiant, with the sun behind her and a  
cloak of stars around her. But her dress is simple, and  
she is pregnant. This apparition also reminds us of the 
sanctity of life and the need for life’s protection at all  
stages. Mary’s moving words to Juan Diego are words for 
us all:  
 
“Am I not here who am your mother? Are you not under 
my shadow and protection? Are you not in the folds of my 
mantle, in the crossing of my arms?” 
 
 
 
 
©LPi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baby Jesus’ Wish List  
 

 Odds are you’ve got a Christmas list going by  
 now — gift ideas for everyone from your  
 nephew to your goddaughter to your mailman.  
 But what about the birthday boy? What’s the  
 gift Jesus gets from you this Christmas? 
 

 If you’ve ever read the Book of Leviticus, you  
 know all about the sacrifices God asks of the  
 Israelites, referred to in the reading from  
 Hebrews today. Leviticus can be a chore to  
 read — a little repetitive, a little intimidating.  
 There’s a lot of very specific actions that God  
 asks His Chosen People to complete to make  
 up for whatever they have done wrong. In  
 essence, it’s a bit of a wish list for gifts. 
 

 But it’s a wish list that can really confuse you.  
 What’s God going to do with a cereal offering?  
 The kidneys of an animal? If you look closely,  
 what God is doing here is beautiful. He’s  
 customized his wish list to only those things  
 He knows the Israelites can give. It’s God  
 saying, in what amounts to theological  
 baby-talk for folks who barely know of Him  
 and His ways, exactly how they could be  
 stewards. “Do this, but don’t do that. If you do  
 that, do this and you will find My mercy.”  
 

 Our guide to stewardship — the Gospels of  
 Christ — is less precise because by the time  
 of Christ, God’s people have grown in under- 
 standing love and mercy and relationship with  
 the divine. Through Christ, we find out that  
 God’s real wish list didn’t really consist of  
 cereal offerings and the kidneys of various  
 animals. It’s far simpler, but luckily, it’s some 
 thing we still have on-hand.  All He wants is  
 our whole heart. 
 
 — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS                        ©LPi 
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December 12 

Breakfast  
with  

Santa! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and the 
Knights  

of  
Columbus 

Tree 
Lighting 
Dec. 7 
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TRINITY 
REGIONAL 
SCHOOL 

 
Nursery to 
 8th Grade 

 
 
 

Invites you to their   

OPEN HOUSE 
  

JANUARY 30 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 
Call 631-261-5130  

for details and tours. 
 

 SEE WHAT TRINITY HAS TO OFFER 
YOUR CHILD! 

 
Early Childhood Programs  

for 3- and 4-year olds 
 

Elementary and Middle School  
including Regents courses  

for our 8th graders. 
 

Trinity Regional School  
is located at  

1025 5th Avenue, East Northport. 
www.trinityregional.org 
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            Christmas 

           Flowers 
 

 Would you like to make a donation toward Christmas flowers  
 in memory of   or for the special intentions of a loved one? 
 
 If so, please fill out the form below and either drop  it in the collection  
 basket at Mass, mail it, or bring it to the Parish Center.  The suggested  
 offering is $30 and can be made until Friday, December 31. 

 

Please accept my  
Christmas flower donation of $30.00. 

 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY. 
Names will be listed in the bulletin after the New Year.  Be sure to 

note whether this is a special intention or a memorial. 
 

In memory of :  
rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr 
 
rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr 

 for the intentions of: 
rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr 
 
rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr 
 
Donation given by: 
 

Name  rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr 
 

Address rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr 
 

Phone rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr 
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Scripture Insights 
Lord, Hear our   
       Prayers for 

 the Deceased 
  Olivia Merz; Helen Miller 
 

 the Sick 
  Leonard Azzarello; Marguerette Hoffmann 
  Randall May; Mary McNamara 
  Margaret McQuade;  Gianna Pantina 
  Jaxson Rivera 
   

 Our Servicemen and Women 
  Second Lt. Jerry Browne, U.S. Army 
  SSgt. James Calfa, U.S. Army 
  SrA Britney Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force 
  SSgt. Dylan Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force 
  MSgt. Mitchell Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force 
  MST3 William DeGaray, U.S.C.G. 
  MIDN Brian Z. DiSalvo, U. S. Navy   
  Sgt. Victor B. Famighette, U. S. Army   
  Major Thomas Frey, U.S.M.C. 
  Lt. Brendan Johnston, U.S. Navy 
  Ensign Michael O’Donohoe, U.S. Navy 
  Cpl. Brad John Peck, U.S.M.C. 
  First Lt. Kiersten Spencer, U.S. Army 
  Sgt. Michael J. Stewart, U.S. Army 
  Lt. Col. Kent Walsh, U.S. Army   
  Lt. Frederick Zappala, U.S. Army 

Sunday, December 19 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

As the Church’s celebration of Christ’s coming in  

history draws near, our Scriptures once again  

speak in the voice of a prophet, who speaks God’s 

Word.  The prophet and his message are especially  

appropriate in relation to Luke, whose account of the 

Good News we read this liturgical year. 

 

Luke, a Greek, wrote for a Gentile Christian  

community from the nations, a group the Old  

Testament commonly assumed to lie outside the 

realm of God’s saving activity.  This Gentile  

evangelist therefore presents Christ as Savior for all 

people, especially those normally viewed and treated 

as marginalized or outcast, including the poor and 

the sick, women, sinners and Gentiles. 

 

It is appropriate, then, that the First Reading comes 

from Micah, described as one of the minor prophets.  

Micah looks forward to a future king who will be true 

to the Israelite ideal of leadership:  one who rules like 

God, in the power of God.  Further, Micah envisions 

this true shepherd’s work as bringing peace to all, 

reaching “to the ends of the earth” (5:3).  Strangely, 

this great ruler’s origin will lie in a tiny town and  

insignificant clan.  Micah, well aware that Israelite 

tradition considered Bethlehem the home of  

King David, offers a theme common in the Old  

Testament:  God can and often does use the  

smallest, even the most despised, to fulfill the divine 

plan for salvation. 

 

Luke presents a similar motif:  his two major figures 

are women, who enjoyed little power or status in the 

patriarchal culture of the first century.  Even more 

unlikely, a young woman pregnant by far-from-normal 

means meets an old women pregnant in similarly 

“impossible” fashion (Lk 1:37).  Yet both rejoice in 

God’s Spirit at work in them for the salvation of all. 

Bulletin Reflection 
In today’s Gospel, Mary is  

greeted by her cousin  

Elizabeth.  Even St. John the  

Baptist, as a child in the womb, recognized Jesus 

and Mary (who was carrying Jesus in her womb). 
 

    Living Stewardship:   
                          Pillar of Prayer 

    This week is Christmas, the celebration of 

the birth of Christ.  Please remember to gather with 

your family to PRAY.  Pray in thanksgiving for all God 

has done for you, pray for His assistance in whatever 

needs you have and pray for others.    St. E Melville-11 



 

  

 

 
 Monday, December 20 
 David Schrager 
  

 Tuesday, December 21 
 Manuel and Albertina Frede 
 

 Wednesday, December 22 
 Laurinda and Jose Rodrigues 
 

 Thursday, December 23 
 Louis and Florence Ragusa 
 

 Sunday, December 26 
 Nenita Ayeras; Pierre Jean Baptiste; John M. DelliCarpini 
 Grace Celine Lafferty; Nicholas and Anna Macurio 
 Agnes O’Brien; Ralph Scalcione; John Stiles 
 Living intentions of Christy Stiles and for the  
 parishioners of St. Elizabeth 

                         

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       All parishioners are invited to 

        Eucharistic Adoration 
       Thursdays following 9:30 a.m.  

             daily Mass. 
 

               Benediction  
                     First Thursday of the month  

                         at the end of Eucharistic Adoration. 
 

Recitation of the Rosary 
 

Mondays at 7 p.m.in Church   
led by Deacon Paul Vastola  

                        

Tuesdays at 8:45 a.m. in Church 
Rosary for Life led by Mary LaMagna. 

 

Wednesdays at 9 a.m. in the Chapel led by Molly Pepino. 
 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena  
Mondays, immediately following 9:30 a.m. daily Mass 

led by Mike and Paula Conner. 

 

Mass Intentions, Presiders and Readings for the Week 

Mass Intentions Weekly Readings 

Monday, December 20 
Reading 1: Isaiah 7:10-14 
Gospel:  Luke 1:26-38 
 

Tuesday, December 21 

Reading 1: Song of Songs 2:8-14 
Gospel:    Luke 1:39-45 
 

Wednesday, December 22 
Reading 1: 1 Samuel 1:24-28 
Gospel:  Luke 1:46-56 
 

Thursday, December 23 
Reading 1: Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24 
Gospel:  Luke 1:57-66 
 

Friday, December 24:  Christmas Eve Vigil Mass 
Reading 1: Isaiah 62:1-5 
Reading 2: Acts of the Apostles 13:16-17, 22-25 
Gospel:  Matthew 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
 

Saturday, December 25:  Christmas Day 
Reading 1:  Isaiah 52:7-10 
Reading 2:  Hebrews 1:1-6 
Gospel:  John 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
 

Sunday, December 26:  Holy Family  
Reading 1: 1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28 
Reading 2: 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 
Gospel:  Luke 2:41-52 
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 Pancake Mix 

  Jarred Spaghetti Sauce 

  Hamburger Rolls 

 Decaf Coffee 

  Ketchup 

  Shampoo 

  Conditioner 

 Body Wash 

  Toothbrushes 

 Hand soap 

  Dish Soap 

  Feminine Pads  

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 
Outreach aims to aid people in accessing the  

 resources that will assist them in meeting their  

 basic needs. 
 

Our Outreach Pantry is currently open 

by appointment only 

Phone:  631 . 271 . 4455 x309  

or email outreach@stelizabeth.org 
 

 Outreach provides assistance with food,  

 information and referral to other agencies to  

 meet various family needs and other emergency  

 assistance. 
  

NEW YORK STATE  

HOMEOWNER  

ASSISTANCE 

FUND 

 
The New York State Homeowner Assistance Fund  
(NYS HAF) is a federally-funded program dedicated to  
assisting homeowners who are at risk of default, foreclosure 
or displacement as result of a financial hardship caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Please visit: https://www.nyhomeownerfund.org where 
you can: learn more about the program, including eligibility 
criteria and what types of assistance will be available; enter 
your email to be notified when the application period opens; 
read our detailed guide about the NYS HAF application, 
including eligibility criteria and a list of documents you may 
need to provide when applying. 
 

The NYS HAF program also has a dedicated call center 
staffed with live operators who speak multiple languages and 
who can assist you with any additional questions you have 
about the program or the application process. 
  
Contact:  1-844-77-NYHAF  (1-844-776-9423). The call 
center is open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. until  
5 p.m. 

Outreach  

       Ministry 

Ongoing 
Needs 

SPECIAL NOTE:  Nonperishable foods may be left in 

the  Gathering Lobby.  Perishable food donations 

such as produce, meat, eggs, and dairy are always 

appreciated, but they must be brought to the  

Parish Center during regular business hours.  We 

are not currently able to take donations of toys, 

clothing or medical equipment.  Thank you!  

   URGENT  
  NEEDS 

Outreach is always 
grateful for your  

generosity! 
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 Cooking Oil 
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Stewardship Committee 
 

Father Irinel Racos 
Pastor 

 

Alicia Pisco 
Chairperson 

 
Deacon Paul Vastola 

 Pastoral Team Liaison 
 

Committee Members 
Doreen Boehme 

John Ferrante 
Harry Perepeluk 

Joseph Jordan 
Marguerite Melone 
Joseph Monestere 

Julius Taku 
Michelle Turner 

 

The Respect Life 
Committee 

                Stewardship Corner 
               Welcome New Parishioners! 

                  Are you a new parishioner?  Welcome!  We’re so happy to welcome you 
                  to our parish family!  If you have not already registered with the parish,  
                  please click on the “Join Our Parish” link on the right-hand side of our  
           website, www.stelizabeth.org, for more information. 
 

           The Stewardship Committee is available to speak with you and answer any questions  
           you may have.  Once you have completed your registration, we will be calling you to  
           introduce ourselves and welcome you to the parish.  Feel free to reach out to us anytime  
           at center@stelizabeth.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Our Respect Life Committee, led by Kathy and Bob Kaufmann, dedicates their time and  
           talent to promoting a culture of life where all life is protected from conception to natural  
           death. This group most recently held a baby bottle fundraiser which will benefit the Life  
           Centers around Long Island by giving women and men the counseling and support they  
           need to choose life for themselves and their unborn children. Other activities include prayer  
           vigils, including the 40 Days For Life Campaign. Please continue to pray in support of this  
           important work.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Life and Dignity of the Human Person Prayer 
God of all life,  

Help us to appreciate the great gift that is human life formed in Your Image,  
a reflection of Your Holiness.  

Help us to recognize You in all whom you have created:  
children not yet born, families affected by poverty and war, people of different abilities,  

people from other lands, and all who are victims of hatred and racism.  
Help us to bear witness to the dignity of all whom You have created, regardless of stage of life,  

 or wealth, ability, color or creed, for every person is fully equal in Your loving eyes.  
Share with us Your holy knowledge that we are all Your children, each bestowed with inherent dignity. 

May Your justice reign forever!  Amen. 

Despite the challenges we face,  
we are united in our love of Christ Jesus and our continued mission  

to use our time and talents to serve God and one another.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stewardship Treasure  
  November 2021:  $61,929 
  November 2020:  $60,116 
         Increase of 3% 
 
 

      Attendance 
    November 2021: 3,899 
    November 2020: 2,527 
            Increase of 54% 
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During the peak of the pandemic, Mass attendance declined to less than 50% of 
our pre-pandemic levels. Over the last few months, as greater numbers of  
parishioners return to weekend Masses, our attendance has grown to over 1,000 
attendees each weekend (3 Masses). Surprisingly, weekend donations during the 
pandemic stayed at about 85% of pre-pandemic levels, with only a 15% decline. 
This was primarily due to those of you who continued to support the parish 
with mailed-in or direct donations each week, even when you were unable to 
attend Mass in person. This is the reason the comparison to last year shows 
weekend donations increased by 3%, while Mass attendance dramatically  
increased by 54% from one year to the next.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HELP WANTED:  MATH TEACHER 

The Whole Child Academy, a non-traditional, private 

day school for twice exceptional learners, is looking  

for a secondary math teacher. We teach all of our 

classes in a 1:1 setting which maximizes student  

engagement and outcomes. We are project based and 

have exceptional support systems that encourage 

cross-curricular learning. We are seeking a part time 

math teacher who can teach middle school math as 

well as Algebra II. Send your contact info with a  

resume to lnordby@liwholechild.org 

Around the Diocese 
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