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Lord God,
your Church
joyfully awaits
the coming of its Savior
who enlightens
our hearts and
dispels the
darkness of ignorance
and sin.
Pour forth
your blessings upon us
as we light the candles
of our wreath.
May their light reflect the
splendor of Christ,
who is Lord,
for ever and ever.
Amen

175 Wolf Hill Road, Melville, NY 11747
631 - 271 - 4455

Faith - Family - Fellowship

Center Office Hours: Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
631.271.4455 (phone) ÷ 631.271.1415 (fax)
website: www.stelizabeth.org  email: center@stelizabeth.org

Pastoral Team
Father Irinel Racos - Pastor

Ext. 313 iracos@stelizabeth.org

Deacon John Failla - Pastoral Associate

Ext. 316 jfailla@stelizabeth.org

Deacon Paul Vastola - Pastoral Associate

Ext. 321 pvastola@stelizabeth.org

Virgil Barkauskas - Director, Music

Ext. 307 vbarka@stelizabeth.org

John Fruner - Director, Rel. Education & Adult Faith Formation Ext. 308 faithformation@stelizabeth.org
MaryAnn Giannettino - Director, Parish Social Ministry

Ext. 309 outreach@stelizabeth.org

Harry Perepeluk - Business and Facilities Manager

Ext. 304 hperepeluk@stelizabeth.org

Francis Serpico - Youth Minister

Ext. 310 youth@stelizabeth.org

Jeanne Victor - Director, Liturgy

Ext. 318 liturgy@stelizabeth.org

Pastoral Council and Trustees
Council
Jerry Asher  Jennifer Ceonzo Michaelanne Discepolo  Marie Dybec  Mark Haweny
Linda Iadevaia  John Kozlowski  Donald Mueller  Fr. Irinel Racos  Chris Sailon

Trustees
John Ferrante  Kathleen McIntyre

Support Staff
Business Office

Kim Mergl

Ext. 303

kmergl@stelizabeth.org

Communications

Elvira Luckstone

Ext. 311

eluckstone@stelizabeth.org

Reception Desk

Connie Falen
Mary McNamara
Karen Young

Ext. 301
Ext. 301
Ext. 301

cfalen@stelizabeth.org
mmcnamara@stelizabeth.org
kyoung@stelizabeth.org

Religious Education Admin.

AnnaLisa Pado

Ext. 302

formationadmin@stelizabeth.org

Trinity Regional School
1025 Fifth Avenue, East Northport, New York 11731, 631-261-5130 Patricia Ayers, Principal
Are you interested in receiving emails from St. Elizabeth Church? Have you stopped
receiving emails from us but would like to reconnect? Send your updated information
(name, address and current email address) to center@stelizabeth.org and we will
update our records to keep you informed on all parish events.
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We invite all new members of our parish community to register at the
Center. We also encourage you to join one of our numerous parish
ministries, so that you may acquire a deeper sense of belonging and
accomplishment serving the needs of others.

Celebration of the Eucharist
Weekday (Monday to Thursday) at 9:30 a.m.
Saturday at 5:00 p.m. (Vigil for Sunday)
Sunday at 9:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
Holy days usually at 9:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. (Please check the bulletin or website.)

Becoming a Catholic or Adult Confirmation
Are you interested in becoming Catholic? Were you never Confirmed and now find that you
would like to complete your Sacraments of Initiation? Are you interested in finding out more
about the Catholic faith? If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, then Faith Formation
is for you! Call the Parish Center for more information.

Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on various Sundays throughout the year at 1:00 p.m. You are
encouraged to register for the baptism BEFORE YOUR CHILD IS BORN, so that it is easier to
attend the required Baptism Preparation Class. Please call the Center and we will be happy
to set up an appointment. Many parents also use this opportunity to register in the Parish
as a new parishioner. Information about Godparents is available on the website.

Marriage
We are happy to arrange for your wedding. First, we have the marriage interview and then
we can set the date for the wedding. More information is available on the website. Please
call the Center for an appointment and we will be happy to help you!

Reconciliation
Confessions are heard in our Church’s Chapel of the Holy Cross on Saturdays from 4:00 to
4:45 p.m. You are also welcome to call the Center and make an appointment.

Anointing of the Sick
We encourage all those eligible for this Sacrament to be anointed after the 11:30 a.m. Mass
on the first Sunday of the month or by calling the Center. Those eligible are those who are
about to undergo an operation; are suffering from serious illness and the condition has
worsened; or are enduring the weakening effects of advancing age and it has been one year
since they were last anointed.

Mass Cards
Mass cards are always available when the Parish Center is open. If you are unable to come
to the Center during our normal hours, you are invited to call (631.271.4455) and request a
Mass card over the telephone or email center@stelizabeth.org. Credit cards are accepted in
payment of the offering.
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The History of the Advent Wreath
REV. WILLIAM SAUNDERS
The Advent wreath is part of our long-standing Catholic tradition. However,
the actual origins are uncertain. There is evidence of pre-Christian Germanic
peoples using wreathes with lit candles during the cold and dark December
days as a sign of hope in the future warm and extended sunlight days of
Spring. In Scandinavia during Winter, lighted candles were placed around a
wheel, and prayers were offered to the god of light to turn “the wheel of the
earth” back toward the sun to lengthen the days and restore warmth.
By the Middle Ages, Christians adapted this tradition and used Advent wreaths as part of their spiritual preparation
for Christmas. After all, Christ is “the Light that came into the world” to dispel the darkness of sin and to radiate
the truth and love of God (cf. John 3:19-21). By 1600, both Catholics and Lutherans had more formal practices
surrounding the Advent wreath.
The symbolism of the Advent wreath is beautiful. The wreath is made of various evergreens, signifying continuous
life. Even these evergreens have a traditional meaning which can be adapted to our faith: The laurel signifies victory
over persecution and suffering; pine, holly, and yew, immortality; and cedar, strength and healing. Holly also has a
special Christian symbolism: The prickly leaves remind us of the crown of thorns, and one English legend tells of
how the cross was made of holly.
The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of the
soul, and the everlasting life found in Christ. Any pine cones, nuts, or seedpods used to decorate the wreath also
symbolize life and resurrection. All together, the wreath of evergreens depicts the immortality of our soul and the
new, everlasting life promised to us through Christ, the eternal Word of the Father, who entered our world becoming
true man and who was victorious over sin and death through His own passion, death, and resurrection.
The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent. A tradition is that each week represents one thousand years,
to sum to the 4,000 years from Adam and Eve until the Birth of the Savior. Three candles are purple and one is
rose. The purple candles in particular symbolize the prayer, penance, and preparatory sacrifices and goods works
undertaken at this time. The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday, Gaudete Sunday, when the priest also wears
rose vestments at Mass; Gaudete Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing, because the faithful have arrived at the
midpoint of Advent, when their preparation is now half over and they are close to Christmas. The progressive
lighting of the candles symbolizes the expectation and hope surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the world
and the anticipation of His second coming to judge the living and the dead.
The light again signifies Christ, the Light of the world. Some modern day adaptions include a white candle placed
in the middle of the wreath, which represents Christ and is lit on Christmas Eve. Another tradition is to replace
the three purple and one rose candles with four white candles, which will be lit throughout Christmas season.
In family practice, the Advent wreath is most appropriately lit at dinner time after the blessing of the food.
Since Advent is a time to stir-up our faith in the Lord, the wreath and its prayers provide us a way to augment this
special preparation for Christmas. Moreover, this good tradition helps us to remain vigilant in our homes and not
lose sight of the true meaning of Christmas.
Reprinted with permission of the Arlington Catholic Herald.
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Jesse Giving Tree
Once again this year we will have a Jesse Giving Tree in our Gathering
Space with ornaments for our Outreach families and for the Huntington Interfaith
Homeless Initiative (HIHI). We ask you to support the Jesse Giving Tree
again this year, more than ever, because so many more families are in need of
clothing, food, and other basics.
We are asking for gift card donations to the
following stores:
Target ~ Walmart
Old Navy
Stop N Shop
Lidl ~ King Kullen
Donations toward
rent and utility bills.
Diapers (Sizes 1 and 6)
Socks - kids, teens, men's
HIHI
Jeans (size 32 / 34 / 36)
undershirts, underwear
We respectfully request that gift
cards and monetary donations be
dropped in the collection baskets
at Mass or brought to the Parish Center.
All other donations may be left in the Gathering Space until December 12.
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Join us for

Bambinelli Sunday

!
Service
Are you seeking God’s help and healing?
Why not come and pray before Our Lord
in the Eucharist for your needs and each other?

As we continue the tradition here at St. Elizabeth,
on the weekend of December 11/12 , the Third
Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday), all are
asked to bring the Christ Child from your
Nativity to be blessed at any Mass. Then, carry
that blessing back to your homes in preparation
for Christmas!

All are invited to join
Deacon Paul Vastola
in Church
on Monday, December 6
from 7 to 9:30 p.m.
for

Bambinelli Sunday

is a tradition started in
Rome. Bambinello is Italian for “little baby boy”
and is the name for the Infant Jesus in the
Christmas crèche. On the Third Sunday of
Advent, Gaudete Sunday, children and families
bring the “Bambinello” from their home crèche
to St. Peter’s Square where the Pope blesses all
the Bambinelli so that families may carry that
blessing home with them. The tradition is being
adopted by many churches around the world.

Eucharistic Adoration
Rosary
Benediction
and a

If you have had your Bambinelli blessed already,
please feel free to bring the infant to Church
again!

Healing
Prayer
Service
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December Happenings

Join the
Knights of Columbus
for their annual

Immaculate Conception: This year,

December 8 is Wednesday. It is a holy day of
obligation in the United States and Mass will
be celebrated at 9:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. on the
8th. Mary’s Hour of Grace will be from 12 Noon
to 1:00 p.m. in the church. All are invited to
this special observance of the Rosary & Psalm
51.

Advent: The Advent Wreath will be located

in the Gathering Space and will be blessed at
all masses before the Entrance Procession on
the First Sunday of Advent (November 28). For
the remainder of Advent, the wreath will be lit
before Mass. This practice helps us wait for the
real presence of Christ in the world.

Bambinelli Sunday: On the Third Sunday

of Advent (December 11-12), please bring the
Infant Jesus figurine from your home creche
to Mass as there will be a blessing of all
bambinello.

Tree
Lighting
Ceremony
Tuesday,
December 7
5:30 p.m.
We will gather outside
next to the Rectory, so dress warmly!
Tree lighting;

Decorating: Just as we anticipate and

prepare for the birth of Christ, our Church
environment will also transform during the
Season of Advent. All greenery will be placed
in the Church before the Third Sunday of
Advent. The Creche will be in the Gathering
Space on December 17. Flowers will be placed
in the Church on December 23.

Caroling;
Group pictures with Santa outside.
Hot cocoa and cookies
served outside under the Church portico.
All monetary donations to the Knights will go
to the Coats for Kids charity.
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MEN OF
ST ELIZABETH

Family
Life Ministry

(MoSE)
6th Annual

Winter Coat
and
Boot Drive

invites all families to

for
homeless MEN
on
Long Island.
Donations will be collected before and after all
masses the weekend of December 4 and 5!
New and gently-used men’s winter parkas and
winter boots are desperately needed for the
homeless men in our area. HIHI will distribute
the clothing to homeless men in our community.
The men are in need of coat sizes M-XL and
boot sizes from 8½-10½.
If someone who has worldly means sees a brother
in need and refuses him compassion, how can the
love of God remain in him? Children, let us love
not in word or speech but in deed and truth.
[1 John 3:17]
Please know that we can only
accept winter coats and boots - no dress coats/jackets
or dress shoes. Thank You!

On
Sunday, December 12
Attend the 9 a.m. Mass
and then join
the Family Life Ministry
for

Breakfast with Santa.
Please RSVP
luvasunrise@optimum.net
to let us know how many people
from you family will be attending!
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SERVICE SCHEDULE

Solemnity
of the
Immaculate Conception
of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Holy Day of Obligation
Wednesday, December 8
Mary’s Hour of Grace
from 12 Noon to 1:00 p.m. in the church.
All are invited to this special observance
of the Rosary & Psalm 51.

Mass for the Holy Day will be
celebrated at 9:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Planning Ahead for Christmas:
Our Christmas Schedule
Friday, December 24
4 p.m. in Church
6 p.m. in Church
8 p.m. Caroling
9 p.m. in Church
Saturday, December 25
9 and 11:30 a.m. Masses
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Scripture Insights
Sunday, November 28
First Sunday of Advent
Today the Church begins the liturgical season of
Advent, a time of waiting in hope. Our Scriptures
celebrate Christ’s coming in history two millennia
ago, His coming into our present lives and needs and
His future advent when God’s plan for our salvation
reaches its fullness. Each Sunday’s readings set
before us all three modes of Christ’s coming.
Jeremiah’s prophecy presents a divine promise
brimming with hope for the future arrival of a just
leader bringing the chosen people safety and
security. God’s claim to “fulfill the promise” (33:14)
came at an astounding moment: Jeremiah
proclaimed this word of the Lord to Judah, the only
remaining Israelite kingdom, as she was facing the
beginning of the end.
The Babylonians had seized political control of the
kingdom and some citizens had already been
deported as captives into Babylonia. Judah’s
dissolution had begun. Eleven years later, the
kingdom would exist no more, its people killed or
taken captive, Jerusalem and the Temple leveled.
Precisely at this dark moment, Jeremiah urged the
people to have hope for their future: “The days are
coming” (33:14) for God to rebuild a chosen people
through a royal son of David, restoring them to
“what is right and just in the land” (33:15). At the
very moment that Judah’s world began to crumble
around her, the prophet called for trust in a God who
would come into her history to set all things right, to
restore right relationships, to save a dying people.

Lord, Hear our
Prayers for

the Deceased

Marjorie and Francis Eillis
Margaret Van der Waag

the Sick

Leonard Azzarello; Ben Cracco
Margaret McQuade; Gianna Pantina
Jaxson Rivera; Christopher Salerno

Our Servicemen and Women
Second Lt. Jerry Browne, U.S. Army
SSgt. James Calfa, U.S. Army
SrA Britney Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force
SSgt. Dylan Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force
MSgt. Mitchell Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force
MST3 William DeGaray, U.S.C.G.
MIDN Brian Z. DiSalvo, U. S. Navy
Sgt. Victor B. Famighette, U. S. Army
Major Thomas Frey, U.S.M.C.
Lt. Brendan Johnston, U.S. Navy
Ensign Michael O’Donohoe, U.S. Navy
Cpl. Brad John Peck, U.S.M.C.
First Lt. Kiersten Spencer, U.S. Army
Sgt. Michael J. Stewart, U.S. Army
Lt. Col. Kent Walsh, U.S. Army
Lt. Frederick Zappala, U.S. Army

Christians today might experience dark days as well,
for various reasons: illness or old age, economic
struggles, weakened or broken relationships. And
yet, we know that God’s promise is already fulfilled
in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.
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Mass Intentions, Presiders and Readings for the Week
Mass Intentions

Weekly Readings
Monday, November 29
Reading 1: Isaiah 2:1-5
Gospel:
Matthew 8:5-11

Monday, November 29
Betty McCabe
Tuesday, November 30
Patricia Delaney
Wednesday, December 1
Living Intentions of Marge Nyland
Thursday, December 2
Living Intentions of Jakob King
Saturday and Sunday, December 4 and 5
Margaret Aloisio; Iolanda Antoniucci
Alexander Aurrichio; Barbara Daley
Richard W. Fitzgerald; Stanislaw Kowalczyk
Mark Anthony Mueller; Thomas Roche
and for the parishioners of St. Elizabeth

All parishioners are invited to

Eucharistic Adoration
Thursdays following 9:30 a.m.
daily Mass.

Benediction
First Thursday of the month
at the end of Eucharistic Adoration.

Recitation of the Rosary
Mondays at 7 p.m.in Church
led by Deacon Paul Vastola
Tuesdays at 8:45 a.m. in Church
Rosary for Life led by Mary LaMagna.
Wednesdays at 9 a.m. in the Chapel led by Molly Pepino.

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Novena
Mondays, immediately following 9:30 a.m. daily Mass
led by Mike and Paula Conner.

Tuesday, November 30
Reading 1: Romans 10:9-18
Gospel:
Matthew 4:18-22
Wednesday, December 1
Reading 1: Isaiah 25:6-10a
Gospel:
Matthew 15:29-37
Thursday, December 2
Reading 1: Isaiah 26:1-6
Gospel:
Matthew 7:21, 24-27
Friday, December 3
Reading 1: Isaiah 29:17-24
Gospel:
Matthew 9:27-31
Saturday, December 4
Reading 1: Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26
Gospel:
Matthew 9:35--10:1, 5a, 6-8
Sunday, December 5 (Second Sunday of Advent)
Reading 1: Baruch 5:1-9
Reading 2: Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11
Gospel:
Luke 3:1-6

Bulletin Reflection
In today’s Gospel, Jesus
tells us to be on guard
against sin and to not let the
Second Coming catch us by surprise.

Living Stewardship:

Pillar of Prayer

As we enter this Advent season, set
aside time each Sunday to pray with your
family. One great way to pray during this
time is to purchase (or better yet, create!) an
Advent Wreath and pray as you light each candle.
St. E Melville-12

Outreach
Ministry
Ongoing
Needs

Outreach is always
grateful for your
generosity!







 Shelf-stable regular milk
 Shelf-stable almond milk
 Bread
 Cooking Oil
 Hot Dog Rolls
 Size 1 Diapers
 Pancake Mix
 Size 2 Diapers
 Canned Chicken
 Size 6 Diapers
 Vienna Sausage
 Baby Wipes
 Rice
 Chef Boyardee
 Toothbrushes
 Hand soap
 Glass Cleaner
 Dish Soap

URGENT
NEEDS

SPECIAL NOTE: Nonperishable foods may be left in
the Gathering Lobby. Perishable food donations
such as produce, meat, eggs, and dairy are always
appreciated, but they must be brought to the
Parish Center during regular business hours. We
are not currently able to take donations of toys,
clothing or medical equipment. Thank you!



Outreach aims to aid people in accessing the
resources that will assist them in meeting their
basic needs.
Our Outreach Pantry is currently open
by appointment only
Phone: 631 . 271 . 4455 x309
or email outreach@stelizabeth.org
Outreach provides assistance with food,
information and referral to other agencies to
meet various family needs and other emergency
assistance.

United Way recently received a $1 million federal
grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) to make safety and
functional home repairs and modifications to meet
the needs of low-income elderly homeowners in
Brentwood, Central Islip, City of Glen Cove, City of
Long Beach, Huntington Station, North Bellport,
Riverhead, Village of Hempstead and Wyandanch.
This grant will allow seniors to remain in their
homes through high-impact home modifications to
reduce the risk of falling, improve general safety
and increase accessibility.
For more information about the Home Modification
Program, please call 631 - 940 - 3700.
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Stewardship Corner
Welcome New Parishioners!

Stewardship Committee

Father Irinel Racos
Pastor

Are you a new parishioner? Welcome! We’re so happy to welcome you
to our parish family! If you have not already registered with the parish,
please click on the “Join Our Parish” link on the right-hand side of our
website, www.stelizabeth.org, for more information.
The Stewardship Committee is available to speak with you and answer any questions
you may have. Once you have completed your registration, we will be calling you to
introduce ourselves and welcome you to the parish. Feel free to reach out to us anytime
at center@stelizabeth.org.

Alicia Pisco
Chairperson
Deacon Paul Vastola
Pastoral Team Liaison
Committee Members
Doreen Boehme
John Ferrante
Harry Perepeluk
Joseph Jordan
Marguerite Melone
Joseph Monestere
Julius Taku
Michelle Turner

The Respect Life
Committee
Our Respect Life Committee, led by Kathy and Bob Kaufmann, dedicates their time and
talent to promoting a culture of life where all life is protected from conception to natural
death. This group most recently held a baby bottle fundraiser which will benefit the Life
Centers around Long Island by giving women and men the counseling and support they
need to choose life for themselves and their unborn children. Other activities include prayer
vigils, including the 40 Days For Life Campaign. Please continue to pray in support of this
important work.

Despite the challenges we face,
we are united in our love of Christ Jesus and our continued mission
to use our time and talents to serve God and one another.

Life and Dignity of the Human Person Prayer

God of all life,
Help us to appreciate the great gift that is human life formed in Your Image,
a reflection of Your Holiness.
Help us to recognize You in all whom you have created:
children not yet born, families affected by poverty and war, people of different abilities,
people from other lands, and all who are victims of hatred and racism.
Help us to bear witness to the dignity of all whom You have created, regardless of stage of life,
or wealth, ability, color or creed, for every person is fully equal in Your loving eyes.
Share with us Your holy knowledge that we are all Your children, each bestowed with inherent dignity.
May Your justice reign forever! Amen.
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Stewardship Treasure
October 2021: $89,600
October 2020: $78,217
Increase of 15%

Attendance
October 2021: 4,106
October 2020: 2,873
Increase of 43%
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CELEBRATION OF MARY

Around the Diocese

HELP WANTED: MATH TEACHER

Join the Friends of the Seminary for a Celebration
of Mary on Saturday, December 11 from 9:30 a.m. to
3 p.m. at the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception,
440 West Neck Road in Huntington. Journey to the
heart of Mary through Theology, Spirituality and the
Arts. Program includes Mass celebrated by
Msgr. Steven Camp and presentations by
Bishop Andrzej Zglejszewski, Bro. Timothy Driscoll
and Theresa Bissex Volpe. Advance registration
required. $50 per guest. Call 631.423.0483 x102
or email bmalone@icseminary.edu


The Whole Child Academy, a non-traditional, private
day school for twice exceptional learners, is looking
BLOOD DRIVE
for a secondary math teacher. We teach all of our
will be held at St. Catherine of Siena Hospital,
classes in a 1:1 setting which maximizes student
50 Route 25A in Smithtown on Thursday, December 2
engagement and outcomes. We are project based and
and Friday, December 3 from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
have exceptional support systems that encourage
Call 800-933-2566 for an appointment.
cross-curricular learning. We are seeking a part time
(Appointments are preferred;
math teacher who can teach middle school math as
however, walk-ins will be welcomed if space permits.)
well as Algebra II. Send your contact info with a
resume to lnordby@liwholechild.org


JOY OF GIVING VIRTUAL AUCTION
The Ursuline Sisters will be having a virtual auction
through Thursday, December 10. Beautiful items for
everyone...Christmas shopping made easy. The link to
the virtual auction registration and item previews will
be posted on their website: www.tildonkursuline.org.
Questions? Contact Anne Walsh, Events Manager
at 718-591-0681 x2060 or email
awalsh@tildonkursuline.org



CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR
will be held at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in
Lake Ronkonkoma on Sunday, December 5 from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in their parish hall. Crafts, gifts,
Christmas items, raffles. Call 631.737.4388
for more information. Vendors wanted. Visit
.their website www.steas.org for a table application.
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