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Are you interested in receiving emails from St. Elizabeth Church? Have you stopped
receiving emails from us but would like to reconnect? Send your updated information
(name, address and current email address) to center@stelizabeth.org and we will
update our records to keep you informed on all parish events.
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We invite all new members of our parish community to register at the
Center. We also encourage you to join one of our numerous parish
ministries, so that you may acquire a deeper sense of belonging and
accomplishment serving the needs of others.

Celebration of the Eucharist
Weekday (Monday to Thursday) at 9:30 a.m.
Saturday at 5:00 p.m. (Vigil for Sunday)
Sunday at 9:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
Holy days usually at 9:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. (Please check the bulletin or website.)

Becoming a Catholic or Adult Confirmation
Are you interested in becoming Catholic? Were you never Confirmed and now find that you
would like to complete your Sacraments of Initiation? Are you interested in finding out more
about the Catholic faith? If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, then Faith Formation
is for you! Call the Parish Center for more information.

Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated on various Sundays throughout the year at 1:15 p.m. You are
encouraged to register for the baptism BEFORE YOUR CHILD IS BORN, so that it is easier to
attend the required Baptism Preparation Class. Please call the Center and we will be happy
to set up an appointment. Many parents also use this opportunity to register in the Parish
as a new parishioner. Information about Godparents is available on the website.

Marriage
We are happy to arrange for your wedding. First, we have the marriage interview and then
we can set the date for the wedding. More information is available on the website. Please
call the Center for an appointment and we will be happy to help you!

Reconciliation
Confessions are heard in our Church’s Chapel of the Holy Cross on Saturdays from 4 to
4:45 p.m. You are also welcome to call the Center and make an appointment.

Anointing of the Sick
We encourage all those eligible for this Sacrament to be anointed after the Noon Mass on the
first Sunday of the month or by calling the Center. Those eligible are those who are about to
undergo an operation; are suffering from serious illness and the condition has worsened; or
are enduring the weakening effects of advancing age and it has been one year since they
were last anointed.

Mass Cards
Mass cards are always available when the Parish Center is open. If you are unable to come
to the Center during our normal hours, you are invited to call (631.271.4455) and request a
Mass card over the telephone or email center@stelizabeth.org. Credit cards are accepted in
payment of the offering.
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WWMD?
WWJD bracelets were all the rage about 25 years ago
in Christian circles. I’ve always wondered if a WWMD
bracelet might not make just as much sense, and
maybe more. What Would Mary Do?
I would argue that Mary was the most exemplary
steward who ever lived. Her answer was always “Yes.”
Yes, Lord, I am Your handmaiden. Yes, I will visit
Elizabeth, and help her in the last difficult months of
pregnancy. Yes, I will bring my son up in the Mosaic
law and present him at the Temple of Jerusalem. Yes,
I will give him to the crowds and to public ministry.
Yes, I will offer him on this Cross, if it is Your will.
Yes, yes, yes.
Well, I can’t be like Mary, we think to ourselves. There’s
an intimidation factor with the Blessed Mother and
Catholics sometimes — one that almost exceeds that of
Christ. Perhaps it’s because we are in awe of the fact
that she was not divine in any way — she was a mere
creation, like us — but somehow, she always had the
courage to say yes. How could she do it, when we find
it so hard?
Well, God certainly lavished on Mary extraordinary
graces. Her lack of original sin liberated her to conform
her will to God’s.
But God is impatient to give us, too, all the graces we
need to be a steward in the example of Mary. He’s
simply waiting for us to ask. Just as in Adam we died,
so in Christ — through Mary — we live.
What can we say yes to today, in Mary’s example?

~ Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
©LPi

will resume practice on
Wednesday, September 8
from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

practice will
resume on
Wednesday,
September 15
from
6:30-7:15 p.m.
New members always welcome!
Reading music is
not a requirement.
Questions?
Contact Virgil Barkauskas,
Music Director
631.271.4455 x307
or email
virgilbarkauskas@gmail.com
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Solemnit of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mar
Aug st 15, 2021
WHAT IS THE ASSUMPTION?
The first name of this solemnity was the Feast of Mary, Mother of God. Later, its name in the East carried over, the
Dormition (or Falling Asleep) of Mary. In the West, it became known as the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
This solemnity celebrates the fact that Mary’s Assumption is “a pledge of the future participation of the members
of the mystical Body of Christ in the paschal glory of the Risen Christ.” It shows that the Lord “reserves a munificent
reward for his humble Servant because of her faithful cooperation with the divine plan, which is a destiny of fullness,
happiness, glorification of her immaculate soul, her virginal body, perfect configuration to her Risen Son” (Directory,
no. 180). The Mass has a proper vigil, and the solemnity replaces the Mass of the day when it occurs on a Sunday in
Ordinary Time.

WHAT DOES THIS ALL MEAN?
On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII declared the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which the Church
celebrates every year on August 15. Simply put, the dogma of the Assumption states that at the end of her life, the
Blessed Virgin Mary was taken, body and soul, into Heaven. While this event isn’t reflected in Sacred Scripture, it is
clearly part of the Church’s earliest observance. In the sixth century, St. John Damascene wrote in one of his sermons,
“Your sacred and happy soul, as nature will have it, was separated in death from your most blessed and immaculate
body, and although the body was duly interred, it did not remain in the state of death, neither was it dissolved by
decay; your most pure and sinless body was not left on earth, but you were transferred to your heavenly throne.”
Theologically speaking, death is often understood to be a consequence of original sin. Since Mary was conceived
without Original Sin, some theologians have wondered if Mary died or if perhaps she was taken into Heaven without
experiencing death. The Catechism of the Catholic Church doesn’t answer this question but simply states, “The most
Blessed Virgin Mary, when the course of her earthly life was completed, was taken up body and soul into the glory
of heaven” (no. 974). The Solemnity of the Assumption reminds us of the unique role that Mary served in the process
of our salvation. Although she was without sin, we have the possibility of receiving God’s
forgiveness for our sins through Christ. Her entry into Heaven prefigures our own hope of
experiencing the same eternal life. Ordinarily, the celebration of the Solemnity of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a holy day of obligation for Catholics, but when it
falls on a Saturday or a Monday, that obligation to attend Mass is lifted.

What is the Assumption? is an excer t om the Essential Guide to Seasons and Saints, copy ight © 2013, United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washing on, DC. All rights reser ed. What does this all mean? was wri en by
Fr. Lar Rice, for er vocations director for the Paulist Fathers. Copy ight © 2018, United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Washing on DC. All rights reser ed.
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St. Elizabeth Parish

Would you like to help a child succeed this school year? Children receiving back
packs will be from our parish outreach families, children in shelters and the children
of St. John of God Parish in Central Islip. Here’s how you can help!!
 Choose a backpack tag at the display board in our Gathering Space. The supply

list is printed on the back of the card.

Purchase a backpack and fill it with the supplies listed on the card and/or gift
card(s) to Target or Walmart.
Pray for the children who will receive the backpack and write a personal note if

you wish.
Please remember to attach the backpack tag to the backpack!
We are in urgent need of additional backpacks, so our deadline has been extended.
If you can help, nothing would be more appreciated!!
If you’ve already donated, thank you!

Backpack collections will take place from July 31 through August 8. Please
leave your filled backpack in the bins in our Gathering Space. Donations
may also be brought to the Reception Desk at the Center. Thank you for
making a difference in a child’s life!
Questions? Email MaryAnn Giannettino
at outreach@stelizabeth.org.
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Sunday, August 15, 2021
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Let us turn to the Father with prayers for our Church and for the needs of the world.
--------------------------For the Church on earth, may we, through the intercession of Mary, our Mother, continue
to grow in faith, hope and love as God’s holy people, let us pray to the Lord.
For civic leaders and all those entrusted with creating policy, may the Spirit of wisdom
guide their decisions, let us pray to the Lord.
For our community, may they come to love the Mass and see that our Sunday encounter
with the Lord gives us the strength to experience the present with courage and to go forth
with hope, let us pray to the Lord.
For those who have been forced from their homes by persecution and violence, may the
Lord keep them in His constant care and bring them to a place of safety, let us pray to the
Lord.
For the sick, may they ind the strength and courage in the cross of Christ and discover the
redemptive value of their suffering, let us pray to the Lord.
For our beloved dead, may they know the joy of the Resurrection as they see God’s face in
glory, remembering Devin Jackson, let us pray to the Lord.
For the prayers we hold deep in our hearts, let us pray to the Lord.
--------------------------God our Father, your love for us in unfailing. Please answer our prayers this day according
to your holy will. We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ. AMEN

We welcome into our parish and our community
the following newly-baptized members:
Daniel Louis Alchermes ~ Ivy Noelle Caccioppoli
Jordan James Chiarelli ~ Jake Ryan Goldstein
Lily James Powers
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ARE YOU

18+ and interested in becoming Catholic?

or
Were you baptized Catholic and now want to celebrate
First Communion and Confirmation?
or
Were you baptized Catholic, received your First Communion
and now want to celebrate Confirmation?
Then The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a for you! Candidates alternate

between attending the 9:00a.m. Mass one week, then the 11:30a.m. Mass the next week, as indicated
on the RCIA calendar. When attending the 9:00 a.m. Mass, candidates attend Mass and then,

after Mass, meet to learn about the Catholic faith until 12:00 p.m. When attending the 11:30 a.m.
Mass, candidates meet at 9:30 a.m. to learn about the Catholic faith, then attend the 11:30 a.m. Mass.
(which ends at 12:30 p.m.) Mass attendance is a required component of the process. A team of
parishioners present the beliefs of Catholicism for adults. If you are interested in prayerfully

discovering God’s calling in your life, while meeting members of St. Elizabeth’s parish, then call our
Faith Formation Office at 631-271-4455 Ext. 308 to speak to John Fruner, our DRE about the
process. You can also email him at FaithFormation@stelizabeth.org. We are beginning Sunday,

September 26 by attending the 9:00a.m. Mass followed by the first class. At Mass, candidates sit

together, with the R.C.I.A. team, in the front row on the Mary (statue) side of the Church. Classes,
along with Mass, are all “in-person” now.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS
IN 2ND AND 8TH GRADES
WHO WILL RECEIVE
FIRST CONFESSION, FIRST COMMUNION OR CONFIRMATION:
so we can include you in the sacramental preparations for this academic year, please email our Faith Formation
Office FaithFormation@stelizabeth.org with your name, address, phone number and one parent’s email
address. Please tell us your grade so we know which sacraments you will receive.
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VOLUNTEER TEACHER-CATECHISTS
(Religion Teachers)

FAITH FORMATION/

NEEDED FOR 1st TO 8th GRADE

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES

(Volunteer Teacher Catechists must be at least 18 years of age.)

BEGIN MONDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2021

Classes are conducted online in a student learning
management system with recorded and live Zooms.
Once a month, In-Person Gatherings for grades 2-8, take
place in the Church and then in small groups. Online
classes and In Person Gatherings are already planned for the
Volunteer Teacher-Catechist.
We need dedicated, consistent weekly help for these
roles: Volunteer Teacher-Catechists who
+ respond weekly, in writing, to every student post in
a grade level homeroom;
+ introduce the chapter’s main points in 15 minutes
or less by way of a recorded Zoom;*
+ conduct weekly 30 to 40 minute live Zooms* for a
grade level homeroom (*We provide you with the
Zoom account.);
+ create recorded presentations about a grade level
specific topic in 15 minutes or less;

Classes are offered for first to eighth graders, conducted
online in a student learning management system called
EdModo with recorded and live Zooms.
Depending on the age of the child, this requires parent
assistance. Once a month, In Person Gatherings take
place in the Church and in the Parish Center for
grades 2-8.
For kindergarteners, we provide a religion book, which
is used with parents in the home. A link to the
registration form, details about the program, program
calendar, tuition, and Sunday Mass attendance
requirements are all on our parish website
(www.stelizabeth.org) under the Faith Formation tab.

+ work with small groups of students at the
In Person Gatherings.
Mother Cabrini said “I will go anywhere and do anything
in order to communicate the love of Jesus to those who do
not know Him or have forgotten about Him.”
Do you feel called to this ministry? Then, read “Are
You Called to be a Volunteer Teacher-Catechist?”
on the Volunteer Teacher-Catechist tab of the Faith
Formation section on our website. Finally, read the
information on the Calendar and Registration tabs, so
you know about our program. If you are not Virtus
trained, we provide the Virtus training here.
Feel called? Email our DRE John Fruner
at FaithFormation@stelizabeth.org Classes start on
Monday October 4.
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Scripture Insights
Sunday, August 15
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
About today’s Solemnity: For her courageous
discipleship, God blessed Mary during her difficult
life and, at her death, God assumed her bodily into
heaven, where she now enjoys full union with her
Lord. Mary, as one of us, points to what awaits
the Church and all disciples who wait in hope for full
union with God. While not in Scripture, Mary’s bodily
assumption into heaven is an ancient Church belief.
The solemnity not only celebrates Mary’s
assumption; but, as she is the primary symbol of
the Church, Mary’s assumption points to the
fullness of salvation that will be give to the entire
Church with the Lord’s Second Coming.
As the Israelites traveled through the desert, they
carried the Ark of the Covenant, a large, ornately
carved chest. Inside were the stone tablets of the
Ten Commandments, a symbol of God’s covenant
with them. A chair rested on top of the ark as a
representation of God’s throne, a sign that God
dwelled among His people, blessing and protecting
them.
Mary is the ark of the new covenant. As Elizabeth
exclaims in Luke 1:42, Mary is blessed because she
bears the living God. Tablets of stone are
superseded by flesh and blood. The woman in today’s
Gospel passage declares that there is something
special about Jesus that honors and elevates His
mother.
She was probably startled by Jesus’ invitation that
she become blessed herself, not by bearing a son of
importance, but by believing and living what Jesus
taught. Mary did. Mary heard and submitted to
God’s Word when the angel announced it to her.
After Jesus’ death and Resurrection, she continued
to be obedient to God’s Word. She gathered with
the disciples, awaiting the gift of the Holy Spirit and
devoting herself to prayer (Acts 1:14).

Lord, Hear our
Prayers for

the Deceased
Devin Jackson

the Sick

Ann Aberger; Maureen Atteo
Leonard Azzarello; Patricia Kosubinsky
Francyn Lasala; Peter McNamara
Curtis Taufman

Our Servicemen and Women
Second Lt. Jerry Browne, U.S. Army
SSgt. James Calfa, U.S. Army
SrA Britney Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force
SSgt. Dylan Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force
MSgt. Mitchell Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force
MST3 William DeGaray, U.S.C.G.
MIDN Brian Z. DiSalvo, U. S. Navy
Sgt. Victor B. Famighette, U. S. Army
Major Thomas Frey, U.S.M.C.
Lt. Brendan Johnston, U.S. Navy
Ensign Michael O’Donohoe, U.S. Navy
Cpl. Brad John Peck, U.S.M.C.
First Lt. Kiersten Spencer, U.S. Army
Sgt. Michael J. Stewart, U.S. Army
Lt. Col. Kent Walsh, U.S. Army
Lt. Frederick Zappala, U.S. Army

Our celebration of Mary’s Assumption into heaven is
a celebration of eternal life. Because she kept God’s
Word so faithfully, Christ “clothed” His mother “with
immortality,” thereby keeping her body from decay.
There was probably a bigger, louder celebration when
Mary entered heaven than there was when the ark of
the first covenant entered Jerusalem. We pray that
we will hear and observe God’s Word so that we, too,
will be joyously welcomed into eternal life.
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Mass Intentions, Presiders and Readings for the Week
Mass Intentions

Weekly Readings

Monday, August 16
Lorraine Chipetine

Monday, August 16
Reading 1: Judges 2:11-19
Gospel:
Matthew 19:16-22

Tuesday, August 17
Catherine and Dan Harrington

Tuesday, August 17
Reading 1: Judges 6:11-24a
Gospel:
Matthew 19:23-30

Wednesday, August 18
Rose Chiusano

Wednesday, August 18
Reading 1: Judges 9:6-15
Gospel:
Matthew 20:1-16

Thursday, August 19
Patrick Welsh
Saturday and Sunday, August 21 and 22
Ronald Distante; Ottavio Fanelli; Douglas Frisena
Michael F. Jimenez; Donna Milazzo; Laura Mooers
Genevieve Pyzanowski; Kevin M. Sullivan; Mark Tully
and for the parishioners of St. Elizabeth

All parishioners are invited to

Eucharistic Adoration
Thursdays following 9:30 a.m.
daily Mass.

Benediction
First Thursday of the month
at the end of Eucharistic Adoration.

Recitation of the Rosary
Mondays at 7 p.m. led by Deacon Paul Vastola
July and August (weather permitting) on the lawn
in front of the Blessed Mother statue.
Tuesdays at 8:45 a.m. in Church
Rosary for Life led by Mary LaMagna.
Wednesdays at 9 a.m. in the Chapel
led by Molly Pepino.

Thursday, August 19
Reading 1: Judges 11:29-39a
Gospel:
Matthew 22:1-14
Friday, August 20
Reading 1: Ruth 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22
Gospel:
Matthew 22:34-40
Saturday, August 21
Reading 1: Ruth 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17
Gospel:
Matthew 23:1-12
Sunday, August 22
Reading 1: Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b
Reading 2: Ephesians 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32
Gospel:
John 6:60-69

Bulletin Reflection
After living her life according
to God’s will, Mary was
assumed, body and soul, into heaven.

Living Stewardship:

Pillar of Prayer

Do not be afraid to reach out to
Jesus’ mother, Mary, in prayer. As
St. Maximilian Kolbe said, we can never love her more
than Christ loved her.
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Outreach
Ministry
Ongoing
Needs









 Cooking Oil
 Bread
 Spam
 Chef Boyardee
 Ground Coffee
(not instant, please)
 Men’s Deodorant
 Glass Cleaner

Outreach is always
grateful for your
generosity!

URGENT
NEEDS


Outreach aims to aid people in accessing the
resources that will assist them in meeting their
basic needs.
Our Outreach Pantry is currently open
by appointment only
Phone: 631 . 271 . 4455 x309
or email outreach@stelizabeth.org
Outreach provides assistance with food,
information and referral to other agencies to
meet various family needs and other emergency
assistance.

 Body Wash
 Dish Soap
 Shampoo
 Paper Towels
 Toilet Paper


SPECIAL NOTE: Nonperishable foods may be left in
the Gathering Lobby. Perishable food donations
such as produce, meat, eggs, and dairy are always
appreciated, but they must be brought to the
Parish Center during regular business hours. We
are not currently able to take donations of toys,
clothing or medical equipment. Thank you!
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Around the Diocese

CATHOLIC FAITH NETWORK

RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND
YOU CAN HELP HEAL YOUR MARRIAGE
Retrouvaille helps couples through difficult times in
their marriages. This program has helped thousands
of couples worldwide experiencing
ALL TYPES of marital difficulties.
For confidential information about the Retrouvaille
program, or to register for the upcoming weekend
that begins on Friday, September 10, 2021,
please call 1-800-470-2230
and you will be connected directly and confidentially
to a couple from
Long Island/Metro Retrouvaille who can help.
Location:
Seminary of Immaculate Conception
440 West Neck Road, Huntington, NY 11743

Catholic Faith Network (CFN) is a 24/7 national
network that provides comprehensive Catholic,
informative and spiritual programming. CFN is at the
service of the Word, the Church, the Bishops and the
Encounter of Faith and Culture. Available on your
local cable providers, all of your favorite digital
platforms and the free CFN app.
Optimum Channel 29/137; Verizon Fios 296
Spectrum 162/471; Roku; Apple TV; Amazon Fire TV
Androidtv; Samsung Smart TV
www.CFNtv.org; also available in Spanish at
www.CFN espanol.org



2021 TACHS EXAM PREP COURSE
for the November 6 exam will be held at St. Dominic
High School in Oyster Bay on the following Saturdays:
September 18 and 25; October 2, 23 and 30 from
9:00 to 11:30 a.m. Course fee is $275 and includes
textbook. Contact Mrs. Stutzmann at
516.922.4888 for more information



2021 TACHS EXAM PREP COURSE
St. John the Baptist High School will offer the prep
course on Saturday, September 25; October
2/16/23/30 from 8 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. and will also
offer test taking strategies on Friday, November 5
from 5 to 8 p.m. Course fee is $300
call 631-587-8000 for more information.
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Stewardship Committee

Father Irinel Racos
Pastor
Harry Perepeluk
Business Manager
Alicia Pisco
Chairperson
Committee Members
Doreen Boehme
John Ferrante
Marguerite Melone
Joseph Monestere
Kathy O’Donohoe
Julius Taku
Michelle Turner
Deacon Paul Vastola

FRATELLI TUTTI: A PRAYER TO THE CREATOR
Lord, Father of our human family
you created all human beings equal in dignity: pour forth into our hearts a fraternal spirit
and inspire in us a dream of renewed encounter, dialogue, justice and peace.
Move us to create healthier societies and a more dignified world,
a world without hunger, poverty, violence and war.
May our hearts be open to all the peoples and nations of the earth.
May we recognize the goodness and beauty that you have sown in each of us,
and thus forge bonds of unity, common projects, and shared dreams. Amen.

Stewardship Treasure
July 2021: $57,782 / July 2020: $62,979
Decrease of 8%

Attendance
July 2021: 2,860 / July 2020: 2,120
Increase of 35%
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