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 In our liturgies, the Word of God is a living Word transforming those who hear it and those who proclaim it through  
 the power of the Holy Spirit.  The Word of God is honored with reverence and is an integral part of our sacramental  
 life.  “The celebration of Mass in which the Word is heard and the Eucharist is offered and received forms but one  
 single act of divine worship.  That act offers the sacrifice of praise to God and makes available to God’s creatures  
 the fullness of redemption.” (Lectionary for Mass 10) 

 
 The books utilized during the Liturgy of the Word are the Lectionary from which the First and Second Readings are  
 proclaimed and the Book of the Gospels from which the Deacon or Priest proclaims the Gospel.   
 

The reading of the Gospel constitutes the high point of the Liturgy of the Word.  The Liturgy itself  
teaches the great reverence that is to be shown to this reading by setting it off from other readings  
with special marks of honor; by the fact of which minister is appointed to proclaim it and by the  
blessing or prayer with which he prepares himself; by the fact that through their acclamations 
the faithful acknowledge and confess that Christ is present and is speaking to them and stand as they  
listen to the reading and by the mere fact of the marks of reverence that are given to the Book of the  
Gospels.  (The General Instruction of the Roman Missal 60) 

 

 As we celebrate Sunday of the Word of God, there will be a solemn procession with the Book of  

 the Gospels before the proclamation of the Gospel. In the Liturgy of the Word, God has something to say to  
 us.  At Mass, we listen to the Liturgy of the Word as it is proclaimed to us.  As we listen to the Word, we focus 
 on what is being said and are open to that which we are hearing.  Once we have heard the readings, we remember  
 the message and carry it with us as we leave the Church.  Our celebration of the Word of God should then continue  
 in our homes,  where we place the Bible in a place of prominence to be read and nourished by the  
 Word of God ! 
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In his recent motu propio, Aperuit illis, Pope Francis designated  

       the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time as  

Sunday of the Word of God,  

when all Catholics should give special reverence to the Sacred Word, both 
individually and collectively as members of parishes.  In the document, he 
writes, “Devoting a specific Sunday of the liturgical year to the Word of God 
can enable the Church to experience anew how the Risen Lord opens up for  
us the treasury of His word and enables us to proclaim its unfathomable riches 
before the world.”  The celebration of this special day on the liturgical  
      calendar is this Sunday.  (Summit and Source, Jan. 2020) 
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