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Are you interested in receiving emails from St. Elizabeth Church?  Have you stopped  
receiving emails from us but would like to reconnect?  Send your updated information (name, 
address and current email address) to mkies@stelizabeth.org and we will update our records 
to keep you informed on all parish events. 
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             We invite all new members of our parish community to register at the  
             Center.  We also encourage you to join one of our numerous parish  
                ministries, so that you may acquire a deeper sense of belonging and  
               accomplishment serving the needs of others. 
 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
                                     Weekday (Monday to Thursday) at 9:30 a.m. in church. 

        Saturday at 5:00 p.m. (Vigil for Sunday) in church. 
             Sunday at 9:00 a.m. (outdoors weather permitting) and 11:30 a.m. in church 

             Holy days usually at 9:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. (Please check the bulletin or website.) 
 

 

Becoming a Catholic or Adult Confirmation 
  Are you interested in becoming Catholic?  Were you never Confirmed and now find that  
  you would like to complete your Sacraments of Initiation?  Are you interested in finding  
  out more  about the Catholic faith?  If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, then  
  Faith Formation is for you!  Call the Parish Center for more information. 
 

Baptism 
  Baptisms are celebrated on various Sundays throughout the year at 1:15 p.m.  You are  
  encouraged to register for the baptism BEFORE YOUR CHILD IS BORN, so that it is easier to  
  attend the required Baptism Preparation Class.  Please call the Center and we will be happy  
  to set up an appointment.  Many parents also use this opportunity to register in the Parish  
  as a new parishioner.  Information about Godparents is available on the website. 
 

Marriage 
  We are happy to arrange for your wedding.  First, we have the marriage interview and then  
  we can set the date for the wedding.  More information is available on the website.  Please  
  call the Center for an appointment and we will be happy to help you! 
 

Reconciliation 
Confessions will be heard by appointment only.  Please email Fr. Irinel:  iracos@stelizabeth.org 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
  We encourage all those eligible for this Sacrament to be anointed after the Noon Mass on  
  the first Sunday of the month or by calling the Center.  Those eligible are those who are  
  about to undergo an operation; are suffering from serious illness and the condition has  
  worsened; or are enduring the weakening effects of advancing age and it has been one  
  year since they were last anointed.   

 

Mass Cards 
  Mass cards are always available when the Parish Center is open.  If you are unable to come  
  to the Center during our normal hours, you are invited to call (631.271.4455) and request a  
  Mass card over the telephone or email center@stelizabeth.org.  Credit cards are accepted in  
  payment of the offering.  If you are at the Center during Religious Education hours, feel free  
  to leave your contact information and someone will be in touch with you the next day to  
  fulfill your request! 
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  DIOCESE OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
OFFICE	FOR	THE	PROTECTION	OF	CHILDREN	AND	YOUNG	PEOPLE	

 

SOME THOUGHTS ON SENDING YOUR CHILD BACK TO SCHOOL: 
 BACKPACKS AND COVID-19:   

 
 This year is particularly challenging as parents prepare to send children ‘back to school.’   
 In previous years, September was heralded as a time of beginnings marked by new school  
 supplies, new sneakers, haircuts, new clothes or uniforms; all in anticipation of that ‘First  
 Day of School.’  This year will be different.  Backpacks brimming with new pencils, notebooks 
 and folders will also contain extra hand sanitizers, masks, tissues.  As parents send children  
 to school, there may be an extra ‘heart tug’ of anxiety and concern fueled by questions  
 related to the pandemic-‘will my child be safe, protected against the virus?’  So much is, and  
 has been, out of our control these last months.  We have been upended by the virus, so many  
 aspects of our lives have been disrupted. There are no easy answers, no quick fixes, so we  
 rely on ‘best practices’ as defined by the professionals to keep our children and ourselves  
 safe and healthy.   
 
 Some suggestions to make the transition to school easier for you and to empower your child  
 in the process. 
 
 1.  As the adults, we set the emotional tone for our children.  Children take their cues from  
   us.  If we appear overly-anxious, worried, concerned, these feelings may be imparted to  
   our children.  The last thing we want to do is create more anxiety for our children as  
   they return to school. Remember, six months ago children were sitting next to friends  
   in classrooms; eating lunch in the cafeteria while seated with peers; playing on  
   playgrounds.  Suddenly, abruptly, school doors were locked, hallways silent, classrooms  
   empty, playgrounds abandoned.  Shelter in place became the new norm.  Some children  
   will navigate the return to school with ease, relieved to once again be with friends, back  
   to a routine; returning to school seemingly without a care.  For others, the disruption of  
   six months ago may be expressed as undercurrent of worry and fear surfacing in  
   statements as: “ I’m scared that……,” or ‘What if….,’ ‘How will I know that…’   Still other  
   children, particularly those who have experienced loss due to the pandemic, may exhibit  
   behaviors of separation anxiety: clinging to you, crying, even becoming physically ill.  As  
   caring adults, emotionally present to our children, we listen, support, reassure.  We  
   provide the ‘emotional holding place’ for our child’s fears, worries and concerns, and, in  
   doing so, we allow them to walk through the school doors, hopefully more carefree. 
 
 2.  Routine provides a sense of security and safety, particularly for younger children.  This  
   year establish a ‘Home From School Routine.’   Do you want  your child to use hand  
   sanitizer as they come in the door?  Remove shoes? Change clothes? Take a shower or  
   bath to ‘wash away the day?’  What about the backpack?  Where will your child place it?   
   Outside the door?  Be clear about at the start of the school year and empower your  
   child to be in control of this routine. 
 
 3.  What will help your child feel confident beginning the school year?  Will it be that extra  
   face mask in the backpack?  A picture of someone special tucked into a pocket of  
   their backpack?  Maybe it will be a note from you.  Ask your child what may help them  
   feel less worried, scared. Adults carry rosaries and say prayers – what would help your  
   child?    
 
 



 

 
4.  Think about problem-solving before the problem occurs. Worry and fear are the  
   breeding ground for monsters to become nightmares.  By discussing the what-ifs and  
   developing contingency plans your child will know what to expect.  You reduce fear by  
   replacing the unknown with age-appropriate knowledge.  Be prepared to answer the   
   question: “What if I don’t feel good in school…” with calm reassurance. 
 
5.  There was a time when wearing masks was fun--it was Halloween. Today, the narrative  
   is “Heroes wear masks!” Encourage your child to be the hero/heroine by wearing their  
   mask.  Include a ‘full face selfie” of your child without a mask.  This may reduce the  
   impulse to take off the mask to show others ‘what they look like.” 

 
 Finally, support the professionals in our schools. Educators, nurses, guidance counselors,  
 social workers, all dedicated to serving your child and family in providing a positive academic  
 experience.  
 
 Remember, they will be the first line responders who are a member of your team.  The staff  
 of secretaries, cleaners and maintenance people, they, too, experience the same concerns  
 and anxieties.  Thank them for their service and dedication.  And don’t forget the crossing  
 guards  and bus drivers.   
 
 There are many valuable lessons amidst this pandemic.  Perhaps the most important….we are  
 all in this together.  And together we can all make a difference.  Blessings and good luck! 

 
 

ARE YOU 18+ AND INTERESTED IN  
BECOMING CATHOLIC?   

WERE YOU BAPTIZED CATHOLIC  
BUT NOW WANT TO CELEBRATE  

FIRST COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION?   
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a ministry for those 
interested in becoming Catholic and for those who want to receive 
First Communion and Confirmation. 
 

ADULT CONFIRMATION:  If you are 18 or older, and have celebrated 
BOTH Baptism and your First Communion in a Roman Catholic 
Church, then this is for you!  Life happens and sometimes being  

 Confirmed in your high school years doesn’t work out. Well now it’s time!  
 

 Candidates attend Mass, in person, here either on Saturday evenings at 5:00 p.m. or Sunday 
 mornings at either 9:00 a.m. or 11:30 a.m. every Sunday. Due to Covid, until January 2021,  
 candidates meet on a weekday evening, using computer-based video conferencing, to learn  
 about the Catholic faith with a team of parishioners.  The day or time isn’t set as we are speaking  
 to those who will participate.  If you are interested in prayerfully discovering God’s calling in  
 your life, meeting members of St. Elizabeth’s parish, then call our Faith Formation Office at  
 631-271-4455 Ext. 308 to speak to John Fruner, our DRE, about the process.  You can also email  
 him at FaithFormation@stelizabeth.org.   
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REGISTRATION FOR  CLASSES 
 

 Classes for kindergarten to eighth grade Faith Formation will begin in October 2020.  With the 
 safety of our children, volunteer catechists, and parish community in mind, all Faith Formation  
 classes will not be taking place here in the Parish Center.  All classes will be conducted online and  
 require parental assistance for October, November, December, and January 2021.    
 

 In January 2021, we will reevaluate the COVID risks to determine if Faith Formation classes can  
 be held in the Parish Center.  However, all students need to be registered.  An online Learning  
 Management System will be used along with the Our Sunday Visitor Alive In Christ series.   Our  
 parish’s program partners with parents in passing on the Catholic faith and preparing their  
 children for First Reconciliation (Confession), First Communion, and Confirmation. 
 

 Parent meetings will be offered in the church and through online virtual meeting platforms,  
 giving parents choices to better accommodate complicated family schedules with the unknowns  
 of Covid-19.  The Family Program’s parent classes requirement will be on hold this academic year  
 (2020-2021) as we determine how and if we can continue with the challenges of Covid-19.  A  
 calendar of classes (if we are able to offer classes in the Parish Center) and detailed information is  
 posted on our parish website (www.stelizabeth.org) under the “Faith Formation” tab. 
 

 When registering, either choose Parish Center based classes or Home Study.  If you choose Home  
 Study classes, you remain in Home Study classes for this entire academic year. Families that  
 choose Parish Center based classes may have to remain at home, working online if, in January  
 2021, we determine we cannot offer in-person classes. 
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2021 Mass Intention Book 
The 2021 Mass book will be available at the Parish Center beginning Thursday, September 10  
at 10 a.m.   

Due to the pandemic, we strongly encourage parishioners to either phone in  
your request or email center@stelizabeth.org.  We do have the ability to process  
your request with a credit card, saving you time! 

Should you wish to come to the Center, please be aware that we will need to limit the number  
of persons in the reception area at any given time.  Only two Masses can be requested in  
person at the Center at this time.  Should you wish to have additional Mass intentions, our  

 staff will be happy to receive your request in writing (mail or email), noting the date(s) and  
time(s) you would like reserved.  We will make every effort to respond to your request  

 promptly.   

A limited number of Mass intentions are still available for 2020!  Call the Center for details. 

to Paul Vastola on his  
installation as Acolyte on  
September 12.   Please  
keep Paul and his family in  
your prayers as our parish  
looks forward to his being  
ordained a Permanent  
Deacon for St. Elizabeth in 2021. 

TWO SPECIAL COLLECTIONS:  
 SEPTEMBER 12/13 

The Catholic University of America  
and Pontifical Good Friday  

The Catholic University of America, located in 
Washington, D.C., is the national university of the  
Catholic Church in the United States.  Every  
dollar given directly supports aid for students  
from dioceses across the country, including our  

 diocese.   

Because of the pandemic, Pope Francis has  
asked our parish to support the Pontifical Good  
Friday Collection this year on September 13  
because it is the Sunday closest to the Feast of  
the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.  The Pontifical  
Good Friday Collection helps to preserve the  
sacred shrines and provides humanitarian aid to   
refugees.



Outreach is grateful for your generosity! 

 White Rice  Jar Tomato Sauce

 Cooking Oil  Spam

 Pancake Syrup  Vienna Sausages

 Sugar  Flour

 Apple sauce  Mayonnaise

 Toothbrushes  Napkins

 Hand Soap  Baby Wipes

 Dish Soap  Deodorant

 Laundry Detergent   Paper Towels 

 Household Cleaning Supplies 

 Size 6 diapers only (please)  

 Pull ups 4T - 5T 

SPECIAL NOTE:   
   Nonperishable foods may be left in the 

Gathering Lobby.  Perishable food donations 

such as produce, meat, eggs, and dairy are 

always appreciated, but they must be 

brought to the Parish Center during regular 

business hours.  Thank you!  

. 

 Outreach aims to aid people in accessing the  

resources that will assist them in meeting their  

 basic needs. 

Our Outreach Pantry is currently open 

by appointment only 

Phone:  631 . 351 . 2136 

Outreach provides assistance with food,  

information and referral to other agencies to  

meet various family needs and other emergency  

 assistance. 

Outreach
       Ministry 
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 Canned Chef-Boy-Ardee   Jelly

 Cake/Cookie/Brownie Mixes  Apple Juice 

 Boxed or Powdered Milk  Tea

 Bread (Sliced)  Hot Dog Rolls

 Canned Meat  Crackers

 Canned Potatoes  Snacks

 Feminine Products (pads)   Toothpaste

We are in great need of any donations 

of  nonperishable foods as our pantry is  

extremely low on  everything. Thank you!

Ongoing 
Needs 



 

 

 

 

Bereavement Support Groups 
 

 Good Shepherd Hospice Bereavement  
 Services are opened to anyone in the  
 community who has experienced a loss  
 through death at no charge. 
 
 Upcoming Bereavement Support Groups,  
 led by a Bereavement Specialist, include: 

 
Virtual Spousal / Partner  Loss 
Bereavement Support Group 

September 15 through November 3 
 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. 

 
Virtual Bereavement Support Group 

 for COVID-Related Loss 
September 15 through November 3  

6:45 to 8:00  p.m. 
 

Registration required for both groups 
 Roger Sullivan, LCSW 

631.465.6332  /  roger.sullivan@chsli.org 
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             Join us for some 
 Summer Scripture, Prayer, Music, and  
 Reflection! 
 

 Final evening of prayer and contemplation  
 with old and new friends will be held on  
 Wednesday, September 9 from 6:45 p.m. to  
 7:45 p.m., in the Parish Center Courtyard.  
 Bring your chair, coffee/tea, water, or soda.   
 

Even though social distancing is being  
observed, all still need to wear a mask! 

 

Our facilitator is Chris Reilly. 
 

The Catholic Faith Network is 
available on: 

 

Optimum channel 29/137 
Verizon FiOS TV channel 296 

Charter Spectrum channel 
162//471  

throughout the tri-state area. 
 

The network broadcasts the  
celebration of the Eucharist: 

 

Daily Mass celebrated by Pope Francis  
Monday-Friday at 11 a.m. & 9:30 p.m. ET 

Saturday at 11 a.m. & 9:30 p.m. ET 
Sunday at 1:30 p.m. & 8:30 pm ET 

 
St. Agnes Cathedral in Rockville Centre 

Monday-Friday at 8:30 a.m. & 12:30 pm ET 
Sunday at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m. ET 

 
St. Patricks’ Cathedral in New York 

Monday-Friday 6:30 p.m. ET 
Sunday 3:30 pm ET 

  Banns of Marriage 
 

Third Banns  
 Kelsey Kranz (St. Rose of Lima) and 

  Jimmy Mack Johansen (Locust Valley) 
 

 



 

 
 

Given the status of the current pandemic, despite our best efforts to mitigate exposure to the virus in the church and church facilities, attending Mass 
and other Church functions may pose a risk of contracting the coronavirus.  The church does not have the ability to supervise every visitor’s actions 
throughout the day and cannot guarantee with certainty that an individual will not contract the coronavirus. Please make your decision to attend Mass, 
or any other church function prayerfully and thoughtfully, being cognizant of all the risks.  Proper face masks are to be worn at all times on church 
property (bandannas and scarves are not acceptable).  Social distancing must be observed at all times (at least six feet apart). For your own well-being 
and that of other parishioners and guests, if you do not feel well, please stay home.  If you feel someone on church property is not adhering to our poli-
cies, please report it to us immediately. 
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Sunday, September 6, 2020  
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
  Drawn together in faith, we bring our needs to God with con idence and hope.   ---------------------------   For the Church, may the Lord graciously preserve and protect her as a sign of His Truth           to the world, let us pray to the Lord.   For all nations, may their leaders be governed by the power of the Holy Spirit in love of     and service to one another, let us pray to the Lord.   For this community of worship, may we be drawn ever more deeply into unity with one another and our Triune God, through the grace of this sacrament, let us pray to the Lord.   For students, teachers and school staff, may the grace and peace of Christ give them strength, comfort and creativity throughout the upcoming school year, let us pray to the Lord.   For those who are sick, especially Patricia Moran and those suffering from the corona   virus, may they be strengthened by God’s help and aided by their friends , let us pray   to the Lord.   For all those who have died, remembering Christopher Schulte and the victims of the corona virus, may they rest in the peace of God’s perfect love,   For the prayers we hold deep in our hearts, let us pray to the Lord.   ---------------------------   God of love and truth, you lead us deeper into relationship with you through every prayer we offer.  We ask that you hear the prayers we offer today.  We ask this in the name of             your Son,  Jesus Christ.     AMEN	
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Scripture Insights Lord, Hear our   
       Prayers for 

Sunday, September 6 

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Peacemaker and reconciler--how often do we see  

ourselves in that role?  Act in that capacity?  Yet, 

this is the message and the work we have been given, 

the “responsibility” we have for one another. 
 

Note that the directive is given in today’s Gospel 

reading regarding a brother (or sister) in the Church.  

(The Greek word for Church, ekklesia, occurs twice in 

Matthew’s account of the Gospel--16:18 and 18:17--

and is etymologically related to the verb kaleo or 

call.)  The Church is the new people of God, called by 

and gathered around Jesus.  “Whoever does the will 

of my heavenly Father is my brother and sister and 

mother” (Matthew 12:50) and brothers and sisters 

of one another.  Harmonious relationships with these 

brothers and sisters are likewise treated in  

Matthew 5:22-24. 
 

The phrase “against you,” in the first line of our  

reading is not found in some of the oldest  

manuscripts of this passage.  This alters the  

meaning significantly, for then the subject is not so 

much a personal offense, but rather, any sin.   

Brothers and sisters are responsible for the  

conversion of one another.  (Note the caveat in  

Matthew 7:3-5 about the possible beam in one’s own 

eye!). 
 

The “how” of exercising this work of conversion and 

reconciliation is set forth in the first lines of the 

Gospel reading and tempered by the Second Reading, 

which reminds us that love of neighbor must be the 

basis of any reconciliation work. 
 

Today’s Scriptures call us to self-examination, for  

we are both sinners in need of our own conversion  

and called to be “prophets” and reconcilers for one 

another.  Let us listen to God’s voice whenever and 

through whomever God speaks, and harden not our 

hearts. 

 

 
 

 the Deceased 
  Christopher J. Schulte 
   
 

 the Sick 
  Fran Mercolino; William Mielko 
  Patricia Moran; Luella Pinelli 
  Bernadette Tamboni 
  
 

 Our Servicemen and Women 
  Ssgt. James Calfa, U.S. Army 
  Tsgt. Mitchell Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force 
  Ssgt. Dylan Ciccarelli, U.S. Air Force 
  Fireman William DeGaray, U.S.C.G. 
  MIDN Brian Z. DiSalvo, U. S. Navy   
  Sgt. Victor B. Famighette, U. S. Army   
  Major Thomas Frey, U.S.M.C. 
  Lt. Brendan Johnston, U.S. Navy 
  SrA Britney Ketchum, U.S. Air Force 
  Cpl. Brad John Peck, U.S.M.C. 
  First Lt. Kiersten Spencer, U.S. Army 
  Sgt. Michael J. Stewart, U.S. Army 
  Lt. Col. Kent Walsh, U.S. Army   
  Lt. Frederick Zappala, U.S. Army 
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Bulletin  
         Reflection 
  

 St. Paul tells us in his letter to the Romans that  

 to love our neighbor is to obey God.  When we love 

 our neighbor, we recognize the dignity in that  

 person and realize that they are also created  

 and loved by God. 



 

 

Mass Intentions, Presiders and Readings for the Week 

Mass Intentions Weekly Readings 
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Monday, September 7 
Reading 1: 1 Corinthians 5:1-8 
Gospel:  Luke 6:6-11 
 
 

Tuesday, September 8 

Reading 1: Micah 5:1-4a or Romans 8:28-30 
Gospel:  Matthew 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 
 

Wednesday, September 9 
Reading 1: 1 Corinthians 7:25-31 
Gospel:  Luke 6:20-26 
 
 

Thursday, September 10 
Reading 1: 1 Corinthians 8:1b-7, 11-13 
Gospel:  Luke 6:27-38 
 

Friday, September 11 
Reading 1: 1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22b-27 
Gospel:  Luke 6:39-42 
 

Saturday, September 12 
Reading 1: 1 Corinthians 10:14-22 
Gospel:  Luke 6:43-49 
 

Sunday, September 13 
Reading 1: Sirach 27:30--28:7 
Reading 2: Romans 14:7-9 
Gospel:  Matthew 18:21-35 
 

 

                   has resumed  
                  in church                 

                  Thursdays after  
                 9:30 a.m.  

                  daily Mass. 
 

Recitation of the Rosary 
 

All are invited to pray the Rosary  

      with Paul Vastola  

 every Monday at 7 p.m. 
   (approximately 30-40 minutes) 

       on the Great Lawn 

          in front of the  

         statue of Mary  
         (weather permitting). 

 
Remember to bring a lawn chair,  

observe social distancing and wear a mask! 
 

 

  
 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 

 Monday, September 7 
 Norma Rosecrans 
 
 

 Tuesday, September 8 
 Rose and Frank Dentona 
    
 Wednesday, September 9 
 James Haefele 
 
 Thursday, September 10 
 John Burke 
 
 Saturday and Sunday, September 12 and 13 
 Mary Battista; Donald J. Brown; Virginia Carlson 
 Joseph Caruana; Maureen Gillen; Kathleen Kollegger 
 Samuel Levitas II; Robert O’Connor; Mary C. Sherry 
 and the parishioners of St. Elizabeth 
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Living Stewardship:  Pillar of Hospitality 
 In today’s readings, we are called to love and forgive our brothers and  
 sisters.  Perhaps this week you could reach out to a lonely family member  
 or friend and just chat with them.  If you are holding a grudge against  
 someone, let this be the week you let it go. 

 

Stewardship…..Treasure  
Donations for the month of August 2020 as compared to August 2019: 

 

 

 

 

 

 Many parishioners have included catch-up donations in August 2020 from when they  
 were not able to attend weekend Mass early in the pandemic.  We believe these  
 catch-up donations are the reason our August 2020 donations have exceeded those  
 of August 2019. 
 

As always, thank you for your support of our parish! Fr. Irinel. 

August 2020:  $81,597 
August 2019:  $80,472 

Increase of 1% 
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